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An Advertiſement 
to the Reader. 


—w Here aye ( Chri- 
dS ſtias Reader ) 

Pp, certainprinciples 
a 8. church affairs, 
generallyconſent- 
ed unto by all men, aiming 4* 
reformation; and the furthes 
ratice of the power of godleneſſe 


Fx 


7 


therein, however diverſifielt = 


erong themſelves by ſingular 
perſwaſeons,cr diſtinguiſhed by 
impoſed ani aſſumed names 
and Titles ; Some of theſe, 

h-not: here mentioned, 
ere the bottom and. foundation: 


| of this following collftion of 


Az rules 


An Advertiſement 
rules for our walking in the 


| Fellowſhip of the Goſp1+ a- 


enongit which, theſe four are | 


the principal | 
Firſt, That particular ({on= 
| a_ er Aſſemblies of be= 
zevers , gathered into one bo- 
dy, for a participation of the 
ordinances of Feſus Chriſt un- 
der officers of #heir own, are of 
Divine inſtitution, 

Secondly, That every faith- 
full believer # bound by wertu? 
of - poſitive precepts, to joy? 
himſelf to ſome ſuch ſingle 
Congregation, having the notes 
and marks whereby ca true 
Church may be known and diſ> 
cerned, in 2 waht | 

Thitdly , That every man's 
- own voluntary. conſent ," and 

ſubmiſſion to the ortlinances of 


to the Reader. 

"Chriſt in that Church where- 
unto be is joyned , is required 
. for hi union therewith, and 
fellow ſhip therein, *' _* 

Fourthly,That it is conveni- 
ent that * all believers of 
' one place ſhould joyn them- 
ſelves in one Congr-gation,un- 
leſſe through their. being too 
numerous,thty are by common 
conſent diſtinguiſhed into 
more : which order cannot be 
diſlurbed without danger, 
ſtrife, emmlation, and breach 
of love. | | 

Th:ſe principles, evident in - 
the word, cleer in themſelves, 
and own'd in the main by all 
pretending to regular Church» 
reformation, not liable 10 any 
colourable exception fromthe 
Serepenre, or pure Antiquity, 

th A 4 were 
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An Advertiſement 
rules for our walking in the 


. Fellowſhip of the Goſpl + a- 
anongit which, theſe four are. | 


the principal : 
Firſt," That particular (on« 


7h gregations er A/jemblies of be-. 


lievers , gathered into one bo- 
dy, for a participation of the 
ordinances of Feſus Chriſt,un- 
der officers of their own, are of 
Divine inſtit#ion, 
Secondly, That every faith- 
full believer & bound by weortu? 
of - poſitive precep!s, to joys 
himſelf to ſome ſuch ſingle 
Congregation, having the notes 
and. marks whereby ca true 
Church may be known and dij> 
cerned, nm of gh 
Thirdly, That every man's 


- ewn voluntary. conſent ,” and 
ſubmiſſion to the ortlinances of 


Ghriſt 


I Dun 
_ , 


tothe Reader. 
"Chriſt in that Church where- 
unto he is joyned , is required 
. for hu union therewith, and 
fellon ſhip therein, 
Fourthly,T hat it is conveni- 
ent that © all believers of 
_ © -one place ſhould joyn them- 
ſelves in one Congr-gation,un- 
leſſe through "their. being too 
numerous,thty are by common 
conſent diſtinguiſhed into 
more : which order cannot be 
diſlurbed without danger, 
ſtrife, emulation, and breach 
of love. | | 
Theſe principles, evident in - 
the word, cleer in themſelves, 
and own'd in the main by all 
pretending to regular Church- 
reformation, not liable toany 
colourable exception fromthe 
Screpeure, or pure Antiquity, 
4 A 4 were 


ed 
POS ESE 


.\n Advertiement 


were” ſuppoſed and tiken for 
granted, at the coll:Fion of 


theſe enſutng rules, 

The Apnftolicall dire7ion 
and precept in ſuch caſes ws, 
that tn hereumio we have attain 
zed. we (hould walk, according 


tothe ſame rule; unto whoſe ' 


performance the promiſe an- 
'mexedis, that if any one be 0- 
therwiſe mind-d, Gol will alſo 
reveal that anta him, The 
remaining differences about 


/ Church Order and Diſc/pline, 


are for ron'tinuavice/o Aricient, 


and by the diſputes of men, 


 144e ſo involved and iniri-. 


cate; the parties at variance ſo 
prejudiced and engaged, that 
althouzh all things of concern- 
ment appear to me atoothers, 
both conſeniiog with me, and. 

diſſenting 


CU TO OA 
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FAME. ao ICEPINGS. wm 
"7 4. 


' *"-totheReader. 
'dz/ſenting ſrers me," clear in 
the Scriptates; yet thave little 
hopgs of the accompliſhment of 
the promiſe in revelation of the 
truth, as yet conteſted about in 
men differently minded; until 
the obedience of walking ſuta- 
bly and anſwerably to the ſame 
7wles agreed on, be more ſins 
cerely accompliſhed, 

. T his perſwaſeon's the more 
firmly fixed on me” every day, 
becauſe I ſee men, for the moſf 
part, to” fpend their frength 
and time, more inthe oppoſing 

of t hoſe things wherein others 
differ from them, then inthe 
pratice of thiſe which by 
themſelves and others are own- 
ed, as of the moſt neceſſary con- ; 
ernment ; To recall the minds 

A5 of 


'-- 'An Advertiſement 


} 
of men, at lesſt of thoſe, who | 
having not much light tojudge | 
of things under debate ( eſpe= | 
cially afar their way 

of baudling in their diſpating 

age ) may have yet much heat, | 
ans lope, towards the wayes | 
of Goſpel obedience, from the | 
intangiements of controver= © 
fies about Church affairs, | 
and t9 engage. them into 
4 ſeriows-. humble per- | 
formance of thoſs duties, 
 whichare by the expreſſe com- 
mand of Jeſus Chriſt incam-- 


bent, on them in what wayof 
order they walk are theſe- , 


leaves deſigned, 1 ſhall onely. .s - 


adde, that though toe enſuing 
Rules, or-diredtions, may be _ 

| obſerved, and the Duties pre- | 
| ſeribed | 


Tothe Reader. - 
ſeribed,performed, with much 
beauty, and many advantages 
by thoſe who are ingeged in 

ſome reformed Church ſocie- 

ty get, they are ( if not all 
| of them, yet ) for the moſt 
| part ſuch, 44 ave to be the 
| conſtant practiſe of all Chris 
| ft iavs an their dayly coxver- 
| ſation, though they are not 
* perſwaded,, of the neceſſity 

| of any ſuch Reformation, 4s 
# pleaded for , and herein 1 
am fully reſolved, that the 
praice of any one duty 
here mentioned , by any 
one ſoul before megletted, 
; ſhall be an abundant re- 
compence for the publiſh- 
ing my name with theſe 
pers, /avimring /o lutle of 
thoſe 
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An Advertfoment | 


| thoſe ornuments of \ Art or 

i Learning -, which in things 

} that come topublick view,men | 
deſire to hald ont. 


Errat2, 


25.1.4.r.revile 4.284. 10.r,0ne.34.1.10.t, the Saints | 
* 37.1.18.r.\cangall, - 1i.20.rhaft, 11K 24.r. 
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Rules of walking in 
fellowſhip, with re. 
ce tothe Paſtor 
, or Miniſter that 
watcheth far 
our ſouls, 


RULE, L 


27 He word and all 
23 ordinances diſ- 
4 penſedin the ad- 
FF miniſtrgtion to 
5 zz 289 him committed, 
by vertue of Miniſterial au- 
thority, are to be diligently 
attended and ſubmitted unto, 
with ready obedience in the 
Lord. | 
I Cor«4.1. Let a man ſo ac- 
connt of us, as of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 
myſteries of _ 


2 Cor. 


2 Rulesof walking 

2 Cor. 5. 18,20. God hath 
committed unto us the Miniſtery 
of reconciliation : now then we 
I. are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
| though God did beſeeglggon by 
5, 2 Co0r.4.,7. We Vive this 
treaſure in earthen veſſels, that 
| the excellency of the power may 
8 be of God, and not of us; See 
| 2 Cor.6.1: 

Gal. 4.14. You received me 
4 in Angel of Godgeven as Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

2 Theſl. 3. 14+ and if any 
wan obeff® not our words , note 
that man, and have no company 
with him. 

Heb.13.7. Remember them 
that have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken to you the word of 
God: Verſ.13. Obey them thit 
have the rule over you, and ſub- 
mit your ſelves, for they watch 
for your ſouls, as they that muſs ' 
| Sive an account, that they = 
| 0 | 


' 
——— 
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in Fellowſbip. 3 
do it with joy, and not with 
grief, for that is unprofitable for 


Jone 
EXPLICATION I. 


Here is a two-fold power 

for the-diſpenfing of the 
Word, 1. Nvyaws, Or ability. 
2: ZZeole, Or authority : the firit 
with the attending qualificati- 
Ons mentioned and recounted, 
I Tim. 3.2,3, 45507. Tit. 1s 
6,7,3.And many other places, 
ts required to be previouſly in 
thoſe, as beſtowed on them, 
who are to be called to office 
of Miniſtration,and may be in 
{everall degrees and meaſures 
in ſuch as are never ſet apart 
thereunto , -who- thereby are 
werranted-to declare the Go- 
ſpel, when called by the pro- 


wvidence of God -thercunto. W ; 


Roms $0.14z315. For the work 
: B 2 of ;/ 


_ Ruler of walking 


of Preaching unto the conver-. 


ſion of ſouls," being a'morall 


duty, comprized*under;that_ 


gencrall precept, :ofdoing good 
unto*all;- the ap ointment'of 
ſome tg , the Petforniatice:of 
that work* by the” way? of of- 
fice, doth not encloſe it. : 

The ſecond, or- Anthority 
proper to them who orderly 


are ſet apart thereunto, ariſeth _ 


from 


office, Eph. 4.11. IP 
* 2. Gods: pt yi ectiall de- 


3s | The Churches call, Ele&i- 
on, appointment; -acceptation, 
fubmi ori: Gal,4+14:Atts 14. 
23.1 Thef:5.1 I2, GE bh 
2' Cor.8. 5 opebich h'do. not 


x. 'Chriſts inſtitution of the 


t > 2 


I2, that is, the er fock 
over which, in particular,they  . 
are made Ghetice ers: Acts 20, 

28. of whom'the word is to 


be received, 


I As the truth of God, as 
alſo from all others ſpeaking 
according to Goſpel-order in 
his name. 

2 Asthetruth beld our with 
arte atthority to them 
my articular, according to the 
tution of Chriſt, want of 

. due confideration of theſe 
things; lies. at. the, bottom of 
all that negligence, careleſneſs, 
ſloth, and wantonnelle in hea- 
ring;Owhich!! * have ' poſſeſſed 
many. profeſſors; in theſe days. 
There is nothing but areſpe&t 
tothe truth, and "Authority 
of God in. the adminiſtration 
> 44 "Mp. of. 


\ 
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2 Cor. 5. 18, 20. God hath 
committed unto us the Miniſtery 
of reconciliation : now then we 
are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God did veſe ou by 
12 , 2 Cor,q,7. We Vive this 
treaſure in earthen veſſels, that 
the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us; Sce 
2 Cor.6.1. 

Gal. 4.14. You received me 
a :n Angel of Godgeven as Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

2 Thell. 3. 14+ and if any 
wan obef® not our words , note 
that wit, 1nd have no company 
w1!h him: 

Heb.13.7. Remember them 
th:t have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken to you the word of 
God: Verſ.13. Obey them thu 
have the rule over you, and ſub- 
mit your ſelves, for they watch 
for your ſouls, as they that muſt 
ve an account, that they mY 

0 


t 


__ a. $6. >. ad. Sh. Bn ©. 


it F ellowſbip. 3 
do it with joy, and not with 
grief, for that is unprofitable for 


Jone 
EXPLICATION I. 


Here is a two-fold power 

for the diſpenſing of the 
Word, 1. Xvews, Or ability. 
2. 3Zoie Or authority : the firtt 
with the attending qualificati- 
ons mentioned and recounted, 
1 Tim. 3.2, 3,495 30,7. Tito I: 
6,7,3.And many other places, 
ts required to be previouſly in 
thoſe, as beſtowed on them, 
who are 7 be called to nfice 
of Miniſtration,and inay £2 {2 
{everall degrees and meaſures 
in ſuch as are never ſet apart 
thereunto, who thereby are 
wzrranted to declare the Go- 
ſpel, when called by the pro- 
vidence of God thercunto. 
Rom, 10.1415. For the work 


B 2 of . 
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4 Rulesof walking 


of Preaching unto the conver- 
ſion of ſouls, being a'morall 
duty , comprized under. that 


— general prnepes of doing good 
unto” all,- the ppc, of 


ſome to , the petformance.of 
that work' by the' way of of. 
fice, doth not encloſe it. 

The ſecond, or Anthority 
proper to them who orderly 
are ſet apart thereunto, ariſeth 
_— . 

. Chriſts inſtitution of the 
aithe, Eph.4.11. 
s ptovidentiall de- 


2. 290 
fi inane firhe'per Pedloys 4 Mat. 


9.38. 
3+ The Churches call, 5-6 
on, appointment, accepfation, | 
ſubmiſſion. Gal,4+-14. Afts 14. 
23-1 Theſ.5.12, 13, Atts 6.3. 
2 Cor.8.5,: which do not give 
them dominion” over the faith 
of believers, '2:Cor- 1. 24- nor 
make them' 'Lords over,Gods. | 
- bericage, \ | 


* Fellowſhips, 75 
heritage, 1 Per.5,3:but entruſt 
them with a ſtewardly power 
in the houſe of God, 1 Cor.4. 
I2, that is, the peculiar flock 
over which, in particular,they 
are made Gethoers: Acts 20, 
28. of whom'the word is to 
be received, - 

1 As the truth of God, as 
alſo from all others ſpeaking 
according to Goſpel-ordcr in 
his name. | 

2 As thetruth held out with 
miniſterial authority to them 
in particular, according to the 
inſtitution of Chriſt, want of 
a due confideration of theſe 
things, lies. at. the, bottom of 
allrhat negligence, carelcineſs, 
ſloth, and wantonnefle in hea- 
ring,» which!” have ' poſlefled 
many. profeſſors in theſe days. 
There js nothing but areſpe& 
tothe truth, and Authoricy 
of God in- the adminiſtration 
B3. of 


6 Rules of walking 


of the word, that will eſtabliſh 
the mindes of men, ina ſober 

and profitable attending unto 
it. Neither are men weary of 
hearing untill they are weary 

of practiſing. 

Motives to the obſervance 
of this rule, are; 

I. The name wherein they 
ſpeak and adminilter,2 Cor.5. 
20 2.The work which they 
do, 1 Cor. 3.9. 2 Cor. 6.1, 
1 Tim. 4.16. 

3- The return that they make. 
Heb.13.17. 

4. The Regard that the 
Lord hath of them in his em- 
ployment, Aath. 10. 40,41, 
42. Luke 10.16, 

5. The account that hearers 
muſt make of the word dif- 
penſcd by them.2 Crex.36.15, 
16. Prov. 1.22,23,24,25,26, 
27," 8,29.P/al.1:8.2. Luke 10 
16. Mark 4.24. Heb.2.1, 2, 3, 
Heb. 4.2, RULE 


in Fellowſhip. 7 
RULE. 1T. 


Is converſation is to be 
obſerved, and dilgently 
followed, ſo far as he walks 
in the ſteps of Feſws Chriſt. 
1 Cor. 4. 16, | beſeech you 
be followers of me, Ch.11.1.Be 
Je followers of me,cven as TI alſo 
am of Chriſt, 

Heb. 13-7 Remembcr them 
who bave ſpoken unto you the 
Word of God, whoſe faith follow, 
Conſidering the end of their con- 
ver/ation, 

2 Thel. 3. 7. For your [*lves 
kzow how you ought to follow 
us, for we behaved not our 
ſelves diſorderly among you, 

Phil. 3. 17. Brethren be fol- 
lowers together of me,and mark 
thems which walk, ſo as you have 
#5 for an example. 

I Tim.4. 12.Be thog an ex- 

B 4 awple 


3 Rulcrof walking 


ample of the beleevers in word, 
in converſation, in charit), 
$1 /pirit in faith in purity. 

1 Pet. 5..3. Be enſamples to 
the flock, 


EXPLICAT. II. 


6 Hp an exemplar conyer- 
ſation was ever required 
in the diſpenſers of holy things 
both under the Old Teſtament 
and New,is apparent:the glo- 
rious veſtments ofthe old mi- 
niſtring Prieſts,the ſoundneſle 
and integrity of their perſon, 
without maim, imperfeRion 
or blemiſh, Vrim and Thums 
mim, with many other orna- 
ments, though primitively ty= 
pical of Jeſns Chriſt, yer did 
not obſcurely ſet out the purity 
and holineſs required in the 
adminiſtrators themſelves , 
Zech, 3.4. in the new; The 

| ſhining 


ſhining of their light.in all 
good works, Matth. 5,16. is, 
eminently exated:and thisnot 
only, that no offence be taken 
atthe wayes of God, and his 
worſhip by them adminiſtred, 
as hath fallen-out in the Old 
Ti m_— ”m,.2,17.and in 
the New, Pbr/.. 3.18, 19, but 
alſo that thoſe who/are with- 
out may be convinced 1 7 1m. 3 
7: andthe Churches directed 
in the practiſe of all the will 
and minde of God by them re- 
vealed; as in the places cited. 
A Paſtors life ſhould be vocal: 
Sermons muſt be praiſed, as 
well as preached ; Though 
Noahs Work-men buile the 
Arke, yet themſelyes were 
drowned ; God will, not ac- 
cept of th: tongue, where the 
 Devilhath the ſoul.” Jeſus did 
dc and er. Acts x. 1.1f : 
'man teach 'uprightly, an 

| "5. =o wy F walk 


10 Rules of walking -- 
walk crookedly, more will fall 
down in the night of his life, 
then be built in the day of his 
Doctrine. 

Now as to the compleating 
of the exemplary life of a Mi- 
' Niſter, it 1s required, that the 
principle of it, bathat of the 
life of Chriſt in him,G-/.2.20. 
that when: he hath raught 
others,he be wot himſelf a caſt- 
away, 2 Cor.9.27. with which 
he hath a ſpiritual #nderfand- 
ing, and light given him into 
the Counſel of God, which 
heis to communicate, 1 / 0h. 
5.20.1 Cor.2.12,16.2 Cor.4. 
6,7. and thatthe courſe of it 
be ſingular, Aath.5. 46. Luk. 
6.32. whereunto ſo many e- 
minent qualifications of the 
perſon,& dutics of converſati- 
©n are required, 1 Tm. 2, 3, 
55,6. &c. Titus, 1.6,7,8,9, 
and his aime to be exemplar 


in F ellow-ſhip, II 


to the glory of God 1 Tim. 4, 
12. ſo is their general courſe, 
and the end of their faith to be 
eyed. 

Heb. 13. 7.and their infir- 
mities whilſt really ſuch,& ap- 
pearing through the manifold 
temptations whereunto they 
are in theſe dayes expoſed; or 
impoſed on them through the 
zeal of their adverſaries, that 
contend againſt them,to beco-= 
vered with love;Gal 4.12.13. 
& this men wil do, when they 
conſcientiouſly conſider, that 
even the lives ofgheir teachers 
are an ordinance of God, for 
their relief under temptations, 
and provocation unto holi- 
neſs, zeal, mecknefle, and ſelf- 
denial. 


RULE. III. 
Rayer and ſupplications 
areconinually to be made 
on 


12 Rulesof walkin? 

on his behalf, for aſſiſtance and 
ſucceſle in the Work commit- 
ted to him, 

Epheſ. 6. 18, 19. Pray al- 
wayes with all prayer and ſup- 
plication in the ſpirit, for me, 
that utterance may be given me, 
that I may open my mouth bold- 
ly, to make known the myſtery 
of the Goſpel, for which I am an 
Embaſſador, 2 Theſl. 3.1, 2. 
Brethren pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may run and 
be glorified, and that we may be 
delivered from the hands of nn- 
rea[onable and wicked men. 
I-Thef. 5.25. Col. 4.3. Pray- 
ing alſo for us, that God would 
open unto u5 4 door of utterance, 
to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt, 
Heb. 13.18, 

Ac.12.5. Prayer was made 
without ceaſing of. the Church 
#310 God for him,Heb.1 3:7. 


TR EXPLI-. 


in Fellowſhip. 15: 
EXPLICAT. 11I. 


HE greatneſſe of the 
work ; for which who is 
ſufficient ? 2 Cor.2.16. ihe 
ſtrength of the oppoſition, 
which lies againſt it, 1 Cor.16, 
9.Revel.12.12.1 71m-4-3,4,5. 
the concernment of mens ſouls 
therein, As 20, 26, 27, 28. 
Heb.13-7. 1 Tim. 4. 16. The 
conviction which is to be 
brought upon the world there- 
by, Exzck. 2.5. 1 Core I. 23. 
2c07.3-15,16.its aym and ten- 
dency, to the glory of God in 
Chriſt, call aloud for the moſt 
effe&uall daily concurrence of 
the Saints in their. ſupplicati- 
ons for their ſupportment. 
That theſe are to: be for. a(- 
{iſtance, incouragement, abili- 
ties, {ucceſſe, deliverance, and 
protection 15 proved in the 
Rule. 
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Rule. As their temptations 
are multiplyed, ſo ought pray- 
ers 1n their behalf. They have 
many curſes of men againſt 
them, fere.15.10. it is hoped, 
thar God hears ſome prayers 
for them : when many are not 
aſhamed to revile them in pub- 
lick, ſome ought to be aſhamed, 
not to remember them in pri- 
vate. 

Motives. 

1. The word will doubt- 
leſſe be effeRual), when ability 
for its adminiſtration is a re- 
turn of prayers, A.10.30,3I. 

2. The Miniſters failing is 
the peoples puniſhment, Atts 
8.11.1/4.30.20, 

3. His prayers are conti- 
nually for the Church. //a.62. 
7.8. Kom.1.9 &c. 

4. That for which he ſtands 
in ſo much need of prayers, 1s 
the Saints good, and not pecu- 

; liarly 


; 
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liarly his own. Help him who 


carries the burthen, 1 7:94-3. 
8 Phil.2.17 Col.1.24+ 


RULE IV; 


Everentiall eſtimation of 
bim with ſubmiſlion un- 
to him for his wo1 ks fake. 

I Cor. 4.1. Let aman ſo ac: 
count of us as of the MiniFters 
of Chyist, and Stewards of the 
myſteries of Ged. 

'T Theſ. 5. 12. And we be- 
| ſeech you Brethren, to kyow then 
which Labour among you,and are 
over you in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſh you , verſ. 13. Andto 
eſteem them very highly in love 
for the-r works [ke. 

1 Tim.5.17. Let the Elders 
that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honour, eſpecially they 
who labotr tn the word and ds- 
tri;e, | 

x Pet.5, 
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© x Pet.5.5- Submit Jour ſelves: 
tothe Elders. 


Heb. 13.17. Obey them that | 


hve the rule over you. and ſub- 
mit your ſelves. 


EXPLICAT. IV. 
is Hon E'reſpe& and eſtimati- 


on here required. is civil, 
the motive ſacred - whence the 
honor«of- the Miniſters "the 
grace of the Church, and tfie 
regard to  bim'a Golpel-dut 
acceptable to: God in Chriſt: 
'17im8.5.17. honor & reverence 
is due only to eminency in 
ſome kind or other;This is gi- 
ven to paſtors, by their emploi- 


ment ; proved by their Titles, + 


they are called Angels,Revel 1. 
26.Heb.12.22.Bi{hops or over- 
ſeers, Exch. 3.17. Afts 20. 28. 
* . 2 Cor.5.20, Stewards,1 (or. 
4+ 1. Tit 1,7, Men of God. 


I Sams. 
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1 Sam-2.27.1 Tim 6.11. Rue 
lers, Heb.13.7,17. Lights, Mat. 
5.14. Salt, Matth. 5.13. Fa- 
thers, 1 (or.4.15. And by ma- 
ny. more ſuch like terms are 
they deſcribed ; if under theſe 
notions they honor God as 
they ought, God will alſo ho- 
nor them as he hath promiſed: 
And his people are in conſci- 
enceto eſteem them highly for 
their works ſake ; but if any of 
them be fallen Angels,thrown- 
down Stars,negligent Biſhops, 
treacherous ambaſſadors, Lord- 
ly-revelling-Stewards, Tyran- 
nicallor fooliſh Rulers, blind 
Guids,unſavery Salt, infatiate 
Dogs, the Lord and his people 
ſhallabhor them,and cut them 
off in a moneth.Zech.11.8, 


RULE. .V. 


Aimenance- for them 
and their Families, by 
the 
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the adminiſtration of earthly 
things, ſutable to the ſtate 
and condition of theChurches, 
is required for their Paſtors. 


x Tim.5.17,18. Let the Elders 
who rule well be counted wor- 
thy of double honor , eſpecially 
they who Labour in th: word 
and aoftrine. For the Scripture 
ſaith , thou (halt not muzzle the 
oxe that treadeih s#t the corne, 
for the labourer tis worthy of his 
reward. 

Gal. 6.6. Let bim that is 
taught inthe word , communi- 
cate to him that teacheth in 
all good things : verl.7. Be not 
deceived , God is not mocked, for 
what a man ſoweth , that ſhall 
he rea). 

I Cor. 9.7. Wh goeth awar= 
fare at any tim? at hy own 
charges? Who planteth a Vine- 
yard, and eateth not of the fruit 

| theres * 
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thereof ? Who feedeth a flock, 
ard eateth not of the milk, of 
the flock ? verſe 9g. It is write 
ten inthe Law of Moſes, Thes 
ſhalt not muzzle the month of 
the Oxe that treadeth ont the 
corne ; doth God take care for 
Oxen ? verſe 10. Or ſaith 
he it altogether for our ſakes ? 
for our ſakes no doubt , this 1s 
written z that he that ploweth 
ſhould plow in hope,and he which 
threſheth in hope, ſhould be made 
partaker of his hope, Verle 11. 
If we have ſowen unto you 
ſpirituall things, us it a great 
thing , if we ſhall reap your 
carnall things? Verſe 13. Do 
not you know, that they which 
minifter about holy things, live 
of the things of the Temple, and 
they that wait at the Altar, are 
partakers with the Altar, ver. 
14. Even ſo hath the Lord ap- 


pointed, that they which preach 
the 


ithe Goſpel fhonld live of the | 


Goſpel, Matth:1 0.9.10 Pre- 
vide neither "gold; nor ſilver, 
wor braſſe-in your -parſes ; Nor 
ſcrip for your journey, mither 
twoceats , neither ſhoes, nor yet 
faves: for the Workman is 
Worthy of his meat. 

- Add to theſe and the like 
Places, 'the Analogie of - the 
Primitive allowance in the 


Church ofthe Iews. 
1 *EXPLIC. V. 


lb is2 promiſero the Church | 


underthe Goſpel, that Kings 
ſhould be her narfing Fathers, 
and Queens her nurſing Mo- 
thers; //a.49. 23. To, ſuch it 
belongs principally to provide 
food and proteRion for thoſe 
committed to them:; the fruic 
of this promiſe © the Chur- 
ches in many ages have enjoy- 
ed: 


bei as TIASS 16. on 


Ls oY 5 
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ed:Lawsby ſupreamand King- . 
ly power haye;been eraſed; 
giving portions and : granting 
priviledges.to Churches and 
their- paſtors. ,It is ſoin many 
places,-in, the;dayes wherein 
we live; on this ground where 
equitable and righteous Laws 
have allowed a ſupportment in 
earthly chings,to the Paſtors 
of Churches, ariſing from ſuch 
as may receive ſpiritual benefir 
by their labor in the Goſpel;ic 
is thankfully to be accepted 
and embraced, as. an iſſue of 
Cods prov idence for the good 
of his. Beſides, - our Saviour 
warranteth his -Diſciples. to 
take and eat of their things, by 
their conſent, to whomſoever 
the word is preached, L»k,10. 
8..But- it is not alwayes thus; 
theſe things may ſometimes 
fail; wherefore the continual 
care, and-frequently the bur- 
$f den; 


þ 
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den, or rather labor of love in 
providing for the Paſtors, lies, 
as in the Rule,upon the Chure 
ches themſelves, which they 
are to do in ſuch a manner as 
is ſutable to the condition 
wherein they are, and the in- 
creaſe given them of God. 
This the whole in general,and 
each Member in particular is 
obliged unto ; for which they 
have as Motives, 

1, Gods appointment, as 
inthe Texts cited. 

2. The neceſlity of it;how 
ſhall he go on warfare, ifhe 
be troubled about the neceſ= 
firies of this life : they are to | 
give themſelves wholy to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, 1 T im. 
4.15. 

Other works had nced to 
be done for them. 

3- Theequity of rhe duty; 
our Saviour and the: apoſtles 
| By plead 


-—— 
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plead it out from grounds of 
equity and juſtice,and all kinds 
of Laws and rules of Righte- 
ouſneſſe, among all ſorts of 
men, atth, 10.10. 1 Cor. 
9.10. Allowing proportiona= 
ble rectitude in the way of re- 
compence toit with the wa- 
ges of the Ladorer, which to 
detain is a crying fin [am.s. 
4+ 5. The wretched endeayors 
of men of corcupt mindcs, to 
rob and ſpoik them of all,that 
by the providence of God, on 
any other account, they are 
rightecuſly poſletTed of. 


RULE. VI. 


Dhering to him, and a= 

biding by him in all trials 

& perſecutions for the Word. 

2. Tim. 4. 16. At my firft 

anſwer no man ſtood with me, 

but all men forſook, me, 1 py 
Go 
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God that it may not be laid to 
their charge. 
2 Tim. 1. 16. The Lord | 
ſbew mercy to the houſe of One-= | 
ſiphorus, for he oft refreſbed 
16, and was not aſhamed of my 
chaines,V.17. But when he Was 
in Rome, be /onght me out very 
diligently, and fonnd me.V.18, 
The Lord grant unto him, that 
| he may finde mercy in that day; 
and in how many things he mi- 
»iſtred to me at Epheſus, thou 
knoweſt very well. | 


E XPLIC. VT. 


Common cauſe ſhould 
L be carried on by common 
aſſiſtance; that which concer- | 
neth all ſhonld be ſupported 
by all ; when perſecution ari- 
ſeth for the words fake, ge- | 
nerally it begins with thelea- | 
ders; 1 Per. 4.17, 18,the com- 
mon | 


re 


WS _ | vo 


" DO 


mon way to ſcatter the ſheep, 
is by ſmiting the ſhepheards. 
Zec.13.7,8. Itis for the Chur- 
ches fake he is revealed and 
perſecuted 2 Tim. 2. 10.Col.t. 
24. and therefore it js the C har- 
ches duty to ſhare with him,and 
help to bear his burthen. All the 
fault in ſcattering Congregati- 
ons, hath not been in Miniſters: 
The people ſtood not by them in 
their trial ; the Lord lay it not 
to their charge. The Captain is 
betrayed, and forced tomean 
conditions. with his Enemy, 
who going on, with aſſurance 
of being followed by his Soul- 
diers, looking back in the en- 
trance of danger, he finds them 
alrun away; in England uſually, 
no ſooner had perſecution laid 
hold of a Miniſter, but the 

ple willingly received another s 
perbaps a Wolf inſtead of a 
Shepheard ; ho a wife for. 


et 
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fake her hu+band, becauſe he is 
come in trouble for her ſake ? 
when a known duty in ſuch a 
relation is incumbent upon a 
man, Is the crime of a back- 
Alider in fpititual things leſs? 
Whileſt a Paſtor lives, if he ſuf- 
fer for the truth, the Church 
cannot deſert him, nor ceaſc the 
performance of all required du- 
ties, without horrid contempt 
of thelordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is a burden that is com- 
monly laid on the ſhoulders of 
miniſters, that for no cauſe 
whatſoever they muſt remove 
from their charge, when thoſe 
that lay it on, wi'l oftentimes 
freely leave them and their mi- | 
niſtry without any cauſe at all. : 


RULE VII. | 
; 


( peri together in the | 
-%IJ Aflcimbly upon hisappon'1t- | 
ment, 
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ment, with theirs, joyned with 
him. - 

AQs 14.27. When they were 
come, and bad gathered the 
Church together. 

Theſe are ſome of the Heads 
wherein the Churches duty con» 
fiteth towards him-or them, 
that are ſet oyer it in the Lord; 
by all means giving them en- 
couragement to the work, ſay= 
ing alſo unto them, rake heed ro 
the Miniſtry you have received, 
that you fulfill it in the Lord, 
Col. 4. 17. For what concern- 
eth other Officers, may eafily 
be deduced hetice by analogic 
and proportion. 
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Rules to be obſerved by thoſe | 
whe Walk in fellowſhip, and 
conſidered to ſtir up their re« 
membrance in things of mnu- 
tual duty one towards another, 


which confiſteth iy, 
RULE IL 


A FfeRtionate ſincere lovein 

all things without diſſimu- 
lation towards another , like 
that which Chriſt bare to his 
Church. 

Io. 15. 12. This ts my com- 
mandment, that ye love one ane- 
ther, as I have loved you. 

Jo. 3-34- A new Commandment 
T give unte you, that ye love one 
another, as 1 bave loved you, | 
that ye alſo love one ancther.V | 
35. Bythis ſhall all men kyow, 
that you are my Diſciples, if ye | 
bave love one to anather, | 
Rom. 13. 8. OWe nothing to * 

any | 


——— 
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any man, but to love one another, 
he that loveth anaher fulfileth 


the law. 
Eph.5.2.walk i» love, as Chriſt 


alſo hath loved ws. 


1 Theſ. 3.12. The Lord make 
you to increaſe and abourd in 
love one towards another, 

1 The(,4. 9. Tour ſelves are 
taught of Ged to love one anc- 
ther. 

Pet. 1.22. Seeing ye have pu- 
rified Jour ſoules in obeying the 
trath through the ſpirit, unto un- 
faigned love of the brethren, ſee 
that ye love one another, With 4 
pure fas ferv ently. 

I Jo. 4.21. And this comman- 
dement we have from him, that 
he who loveth God, do love his 
brether alſo. 

Rom-12, 10.Be kindly affecti- 
oned one to another in brotherly 
love; 


C 3 E Xe. 
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EXPLIC. I. 

Ove is the fountain of all 
duties, towards God and 
man. Aatth. 22.3, 7. the ſub- 
ſtance of all rules, that concern 
theSaints;the bond of commu- 
niob; the fulfilling of the Law; 
Rom. 13,8,9, 10. the advance- 
ment ofthe honor of the Lord 
Jeſus, and the glory of the Goſ- 
- The primitive Chriſtiang 
da proverbial ſpeech, recei- 
ved, as they ſaid from Chriſt 
never rejoyce but when thou 
ſeeſt thy brother in love ; and it 
was common amoug the Heg- 
thens concerning them:ſce how 
they love one another, from 
their readinefle for the accom- 
pliſhment of that royal pre- 
cept of laying duwn their lives 
for the brethren; its the foun- 
tain-rule, ſcope, ayme, and fruit 
of Goſpel-communion : and 
ofno one thing of preſent per- 
formancc, is the doctrine - | 
tne | 
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the Lord Jeſus more eximious, 
and eminent above all other di- 
retions then in this,of mutuall, 
intenſe, effetionate love a- 
mongſt his followers, for which 
he gives them'innumerable pre- 
cepts, exhortations, and mo- 
tives, but above all, his own hea- 
venly example : to treat of love. 
in its cauſes, nature, ſubject, 
fruits, effets, tendency, emi» 
nency, and exaltation,or, but to: 
repeat the places of Scripture 
wherein theſe things are meati- 
oned, would not ifuit with our 
preſent intention ; only it may - 
be plainly affirmed, that if there 
were no cauſe befides, of refor- 
mation and walking in fellow- 
ſhip, but this one, that thereby 
the power and practice of this- 
grace, ſhamefully to the diſho- 
nor of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
loſt amongft thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians might be 
C 4 recove-- 
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recovered, it were abundantly 
enough to give encouragement 
for the undertaking of it , not- 
withſtanding any oppoſitions ; 
now this loye is a ſpiritual grace, 
wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Gal.5.23- in the hearts of be- 
lievers, 21 Pet. I. 22. whereby 
their ſoules are carried” out : 
I Theſſ.2.8, to ſeek the good of 


thechildren of God,as ſuch, Phi. 


5.Eph,1.15.Heb. 13.11. uniting 
the heart unto the objeR ſo be- 
loved,attended with joy,delight 
and complacency in their good : 
The motives unto love, and the 
ground of its inforcement from, 

' I, Thecommand of God,and 
nature of the whole law,where- 


of Love is the accompliſhment, ' | 


Lev.19.34.MMat.19.19.Rom.13. 
9,10. 

' 2. the Eternall peculiar , di- 
ſtinguiſhing, fruitful love ofGod 
toward believers, and the end 


aymed 


| 
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aimed at therein by him;Eze 16* 
8. Dent 1.8.ch. 33.3. Zeph.3,17* 
Pom.y 8, Epheſ.1.4. 

3. The intenſe, inexpreſſible. 
love of Jeſus Chriſt, in his whole 
humiliation and laying down his 
life for us, expreſly propoſed as 
an example unto us, Cart.3. 10+ 
7oh.15.13. Epheſ.s.2. 

4. Theeminent renuall of the 
old command of love, with ſuch 
new inforcements that it is cal- 
led a new commandment, and. 
peculiarly the Law of Chriſt ; 
Joh. 13.34-15.12. 1 Theſ. 4.94 
2 Foh.s , | 

5. The ftate & condition of the. 
perſon between whom this duty 
is naturally to be exerciſed , as 

I. Children of one father, 
Mat.23.8. | 

2. Members of .one body, 
I Cor.13.12,13-. 
c Jo e's pa of the . ſame. 

ope, Epheſ« 4 4- 

C 5; 4 Objects: 


_— 


> _ be 4. — - - 
Rs. Ee. 


4 . Sm PREY 
—_——_——_—_— ” 
od DS ER $5 Wea Ty 


rp -F ” Y # « % . -. —_— Hr a 
hc HIS oa ZR; & 


x" > -SY 
__—_ 7 


| 4+ ObjeRs of the ſame hate 
of the world, 1 Joh13.13. 

6. The eminency of this 
Grace. | 


\.T.. In its ſelf, and divine na- 


ture,Col.2-2.1 Joh.4.7, 1 Cor.13.. 


2. In its uſefulneſs, Prov.10. 


I2.ch.15.17.Gal. 5.13. Heb.13.t.. 
'3: Inits acceptance with ſelf-. 


pleaſing, Epheſ. 1.15. Pſal. 5. 
1Cor.13. 

; 7. The impoſſibility of per- 
forming, any other duty with- 
out it.Gal.5,6.1 Theſ.1.3.1 Joh, 
4-20... | 

. $-, The. great ſin of want of 
love, with alt its 4gpravartions ; 
Mat.24-12.1 Toh.3,14,15. And 


the like,afe ſo mhany,and of fack' 


Various * conſiderarion.. as*. not 
now. to be inſiſted on., - 


' Love, which is the bond of. 
communion, maketh our it ſelf, 
and is. peculiarly. exerciſed in. 


theſe;thiops following ; 


RULE. 
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RULE 1. 


| Cone prayer for the 

oſperous ftate-. of 'the- 
Church, in ſa Gods protection to- 
wards it. 

Pſal.122.6. Pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem, a7 {ball proſper 

that love thee. 

Phil.1.4. Alwayes in every 
prayer of mins for you all, making 
requeſt with joy, ver.5: For your 
fellowſhip in the Goſpel from the 
firſt day untill now. 

Rom. I. 9. Without ceaſing I 
make mention of you all in my 

pray &. 

ARs 2.5. Peter war kept: in 
Priſon, bat prayer wat made with-. 
out ev ng of the Chnrch unto Gd 

for him. 

' Tſai. 62. 6. Ye that make 
'- mention of the Loy keep uot ſi- 
| lenee': verſe 7, And give him: 


| 
t 
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" reft till be eſtabliſh, and till b* 
make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the | 
earth. | 

Epheſ.6.18. Praying alwayes | 
with all prayer and ſupplication in 
tbe ſpirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perſeverance and ſupplica- 
tion. for all Saints. 

Col. 4. 12. Epaphras whe 

5s one of you, aſervant of Chriſt, 
faluteth you, alwayes labouring 
fervently for you in prayers, that 
you may ſt and perfect and compleat. 
in all the will of God. 


EXPLITC. II. 


Poe » ASit is the great en- 
: gine whereby to prevail '' 
with the Almighty, ſa, 45.11- | 
ſo it is the ſure refuge of the | 
Saints at all times, both in their 
own behalf, Pſal. 61. 2. and 
alſo of others, As 12:4- It is 4 

| benefit. 
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benefit which the pooreſt be-. 
leever may beſtow , and the 
greateſt Potentate hath no pow=. 
er to refuſe; this is the beaten 
way of the ſouls communion 
with God, for which the Saints. 
have many gracious promiſes of 
aſſiſtance, Zech. 12,10, Roms. $.. 
26. innumerable precepts for 
performance Hatth.7.7.1 The. 
F- 17. 1 Tim.2. 8. with encou- 
ragements thereunto, 74. 1.5-. 
Luke 11.9. with precious pro- 
miſes of acceptance, Marth.21. 
22. 70.16.24. Pſal.51.15. By 
all which, and divers other 
wayes, The Lord hath abun-. 
dantly teſtified his delight in 
this ſacrifice of his people; now 
as the Saints are bound to pray 
for all men,of what ſort ſoever, 
I Tim. 2-1, 2. unleſſe they are 
ſuch as fin unto death. 1 Fe.5.16- 
yea for their perſecuters Mat. 
5.44- and them that hold them 
it } 


: Slory. 
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in dondage, ?er.29. 7. ſo moſt- 
eſpecially for all Saints, 1 Phil, | 
1.4, and peculiarly for thole 
with whom they are in fellow- 
ſhip, Co/. 4. 12. The Lord ha- 
ving promiſed, that upon every 
dwelling place, and all the af- 
ſembliecs of Monnt Sion , that 
there ſhall be a cloud of ſmoke 
by day, and a ſhining of a fla- 
ming fire by night, /a.4. 5. itis 
every ones duty to. pray, for 
its accompliſhment ; he is not 
worthy of the priviledges of 
the Church, who continues not 
in prayer, for a defence upon 
that glory : prayer then for the 
good, proſperity, flouriſhing, 
peace , increaſe, edification, 
and protection of the Charch, 
is adaty every day required of 
all the members thereof. 

1. Eſtimation of the Ordi-- 
nances.. 

'2: Concerament: of Gods 
ET Et: - 
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33 The honour of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
- 4- Our own benefit and ſpi- 
ritual intereſt. 

With the expreſſeneſs of the 
command,are tuthcient Motives- 
hereunto. 


RUTE. IIt. 


Pant ftriving and conten-. 
ding in all lawful wayes, by: 
doing and ſuffering for the pa- 
rity of the ordinances, honour, . 
liberty and priviledges of the 
Congregation, being joyntly af> 
ſiſtant againſt oppoſers, and 
common adverſaries. 

Jude 3. And exhort you, that ye 
ſhould earneſtly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered to 
the Saints. 

' Heb.12. 3. For confider him 
that endured ſuch contradictions : 


of finners againf# himſeif, left 
J8- 
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ye be wearied, and faint in you” 
minds. V, 4. je have not reſiſted 
wnto blood, firiving againſt 
ſoune. 


I. Jo.3. 16. Hereby perceive 


we the love of God, becauſe he © 


laid down his life for us, and we 
eught to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. 

Gal.5. 1. Stand faſt therefore 
in the liberty wherewith Chriff 
hath made us free, and be not in- 
tangled again with the yoke of 
bendage. 

V. 13. For brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty, 

1 Cor.7.23.7e are bought With 
4 price, be ye not the ſervants of 
men. 

- Cant.6.4. Thog art beantifnl 
O my | ove, terrible as an Army 
with banners. 

1 Pet. 3.15. Be ready alwayes 
to give an anſwer to every man 


that arketh you a reaſon of the 
es hope .. 
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bope that is in you,with weekneſs 
and fear. 


EXPLIC. III. 


He former Rule concerned: 
our dealing with God, in 
the behalf of the Church; This 
our dealing with men ; to the 
right performance hereot many 
things are required ; as 
I. Diligent lavouring in the 
Word, with fervent prayer, 
to acquaint our ſelves with the 
minde and will of God, con- 
cerning the way of worſhip 
which we profefſe, and the 
rules of walking, which we 
deſire to practiſe, that ſo we 
may be able to give an account 
to humble enquirers, and ftop 
the mouths of ſtubborn oppo- 
ſers ; according to our knows». 
ledge, ſuch will be our valua». 


tion of the ordinances we enjoy: 


"i 
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a man will got contend unleſs | 


he knows his title. | 

2. Aneſtimation of all the af * 
perſions caſt on, and injuries 
done to the Church to. be 
Chrifts,and alſo our own;Chrift 
wound-d through the fides of 
his ſervants, an4 his wayes; and 


mf we are of his, though the 


blow light not inmediarely on 
us, wearenot without ;ain : all 
ſuch rept oaches and rebutces kl 
ON us. 

3. Juſt vindication of the 
Church againſt calumnies, ai;d 
falſe imputations ; who can en- 
dure to hear his parents in 
the fleth falſly traduced ? And 
ſhall we be ſcnſeleſſe of her re- 
proaches who bears us unto 
Chriſt ? 

4. Joyne refuſall of ſab- 
jection, with all Goſpel-oppo=- 


. fitionto any perſons or things ; 


who contrary to, or beſides 
the 
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the word, under what name 
ſoever, do labour for power 0- 
ver the Church, to the abridg- 
ing of it, of any of thole liber- 
ties and priviledges , which it 
claimeth as part of the purchaſe 
of Chriſt ; to them that would 
enthrall us, we are not to give. 
place, no not for an hour, 


RULE IV, 


Edulous care and endeavonr- 

ing for the preſervation of 
Unity, bota inparticular and 
in generall. 

Philip, 2.14 If there be there- 


fore any conf: lation in- Chriſt, if 


a*y comfort of love, if any fel- 
ow.7ip of the ſpirit, if any bowels 
ard mercies ver. 2. Fulfill ye my 
Joy, that y2 be like minded, having 
the ſame love, being of one accord, 
of one min, verſ.3, Let nothing- 
be done through ſtrife or vain- 
glory, but in lowlineſſe of mind, 
let 
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let each eſtcem others better th 
themſelves. 

Epheſ. 4. 3 Indeavouring to 
keep the Wnity of the Spirit, in the 
bond of peace. verl, 44 There « 
one body ard one ſpirit, c. 

1 Cor. 1.10. Now [ beſeech you 
brethren,by the Name of our Lord 
Teſms (hbrift, that ye all ſpeak the 
fame thing, and that there be no 
diviſions among you ; but that ye 
be perfetily joyned together in the 
ſame mind and in the ſame judge- 
ment. 

2 Cor. 13. 11. Be perfe{t, be 
of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace, and the God of love 
and pexce ſhall be with you. 

Rom. 14.19. Let us therefore 
follow after the things which make 
for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edifie another. 

Rom. 15.5. Now the God of 
patience and conſolation, grant you 
49 be like-minded one towards ano- 


aw; To. - x Cor.6,. 


| 
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1 Cor.6,5. 1s: ſo, that there 
#5 not a wiſe man amengft you, no 
you, no not one that ſhall be able to 
judge between his brethren , but 
brother goeth to law with brother ; 
Now therefere there is wtierly a 
fault among you, 

AQs 4-32, And the multitude 
of thems that beliceved, were of 
one heart and one ſoul. 


ExPLIC. IV. 


Nien is the main aime and 

moſt proper fruit of love, 
neither is there any thing , or 
duty of the Saints in the Goſpel, 
preſſed with more earneſtneſſe, 
and vehemency of exhortation, 
then this. New Unity is three- 


fold, Firſt, purely ſpiritual, by 


the participation of the ſame 
Spirit of Grace ; communicati- 
on in the ſame Chriſt, one head 
to all, This we bave with all the 
Saints in the world,in what con- 

dition 
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dition fſoever they be ; yea 
with thoſe that are departed, 
Sitting down in the Kingdom | 
of Heaven,with Abraham, Iſaac 
and 7acob. Secondly, FEccleſiaſti- | 
cal or church-communion ; in 
the participation of Ordinances, 
according to the order of the 
Goſpel : This is a fruit and 
branch of the former ; oppoted 
to Schiſme, Diviſions, Rents, evil | 
ſurmifings,ſelf-praCiiſes, cauſleſs 
differences in judgement in ſpi- 
ritual! things concerning the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, with what- 
ſoever elſe goeth off from cloſe- 
neſſe of affetion, onenefle of 
mind, conſent in judgement to 
the form of wholeſome words, 
conformity of practice to the 
Rule; and this is that which in 
the churches, and among them, 
is ſo earneſtly preſſed , com- 
manded, deſired, as the glory of 
Chriſt,the bonor of che _ 
[40 - 
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the joy and crown of the Saints, 
Thirdly,civil unity, or an agree- 
ment in things of this life , not 
contending with them, nor a- 
bout them, every one ſeeking 
the-welfare of each other. Stri- 
ving is unſeemly for Brethren ; 
why ſhould they contend about 
the world , who ſhall joyntly 
judge the world ? 

Motives to the preſervation 


_ of both theſe, are 


I. The remarkable earneſt- 
neſle of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
in their prayers for , and pre- 
cepts of this duty. 

2. The certain diſhonour 
to the Lord Jeſus, all to the 
Goſpel, ruine to the Churches, 
ſhame and ſorrow to the Saints, 
that che neglect of it is accom- 
panied withall Gal.5.15. 

3- The graciovs iſſues, and 
ſweet heavenly covſolation, 


'which atrendeth a right obſer- 
vance of them, 4. The 
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4+ The many fearfull aggra” 


vations wherewit!: the ſin of 


renting the Body of Chriſt, is 
:kten ed. 

5. The ſad contempt and pro- 
phanation of Ordinances, which 
want of this hath brought upon 
many churches; For a right per- 
formance of this duty,we muſt, 

I. Labour by Prayer and 
Faith , to have our hearts and 


ſpirits throughly ſeaſoned with | 


that affectionate love , which 
our firft Rule requireth. 

3. Carefully obſerve in our 
ſelves or others, the firſt begin- 
nings of ſtrife, which are as the 
letting out of waters, and if not 
prevented, will make a breach, 
like the Sea. | 

3- Sedulouſly apply our ſelves 
to the removall of the firſt ap- 
pearance of diviſions; and in 
caſe of not prevailing, toconſult 
the Church. 

4. Day- 


_—_— 
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a” 4; Dayly to ſtrike at the 
of root of all diſſention, by labou» 
is ring for Univerſal conformity 


to Jeſus Chriſt. 
4 "ABLE 
2n | - CEparation and ſequeſtration . 
r- from the world and men of: 


ſt, the world, with all wayes of 
nd falſe worſbip, untill we be ap- 
ad parently a people dwelling a- 
th | lone, not reckoned among the 
ch Nations. 

Numb. 23. 9. Zoe the people 
ur | JJall dwell alone, and ſpall not 
n- | be reckoned among the Nations. 
he | John 15.19, Te are u0t of the 
ot World, but I have choſen you out 
b, of the world, therefore the world 
| hateth you. 
es 2 GOr. 6.14- Be not anequale 
p- | ly yoked with unbelievers, for 

| TWhaifellowſtip hath righteowſnes 
alt Pith wnrighteonſneſſe? and what 
| communioation bath light with 
y- _ ark 
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darkneſſe ? ver.'15. And what 
concord bath Chriſt with Belial; 
or what part hath he that belee= 
weth with an Infidel ; and what 
agreement hath the Temple of 
God with Idols, for ye are the 
T emple of the living God? v.n7. 
« Wherefore come out from among 
them, ſaith the Lord, and touch 
wot the unclean thing, and I will 
receive Jou : Ver.19. and will be 
a father unto you, aud you hall be » 
my ſons and daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. 

Eph.5,8. Walk as children of 
light. v. 11. And bave no fellow- 
ſhip with the unfruitful works of | 
darkneſſe. 

2 Tim. 3,5. Having a form 
of godlineſſe, but denying the 
power thereof ; from ſuch turn a- 
WAY. 

Hoſea.4-15: Though thou 1- 
rael play the harlot, yet let mot 


Iudah offend, and come not ye to | 
Gil- 
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Gilgal, zeither go ye wp to Beth- 
aven. 

Revel. 18. 4, Come ont of her 
my people, that ye be not parta- 
kers of her ſins and that ye pare 
take not of her plagues. 

Prov. 14.7.Go from the pre- 
ſence of a fooliſh man, When thor 
perceiveſt not in him the lsps of 
knowledge. 


EXPL. V. 


Clromny generally hears ill 
inthe world; and yet there 
isa ſeparation ſutable to the 
minde of God : he that will not 
ſeparate from the world, and 
falſe-worſhip,is a ſeparate from 
Chriſt. 

Now the ſeparation here 
commanded from any perſons, 
is not in reſpe&t of natara! af- 
fections,nor ſpiritus! care of the 
good of their ſoules, Rem.9.3. 
nor yetin reſpect of dutics of 

D 2 Rela- 
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Relation, 1 Cor.7.13.nor yet in 
offices of love and civill con- 
verſe, r Cor. 5.10. 1 Theſ.4.12. 
much leſſe innot ſeeking their 
good and proſperity, 1 Tim. 
2. 1; or not communicating 
good things unto them Gal. 
6. 16.07 living profitably and 
peaceably with them, Rom. 1 2. 
18. butin 1. Manner of walk- 
ing and converſation, Row: 
$2.3. £0. 4. 17, 15, to. © 
2; Delightful converſe and fa- 
miliaricy where enmity and op- | 
poſition appears, Epheſ. 5. | 
3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, II. 3, In 
way of worſhip, and ordi- 
nances of fellowſhip, Rew, 
x18. 4. not running out into 
the ſame compaſſe of exceſs and 
riot, with them, inany thing ; 
for theſe 3; and the like com- 
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mands ang diſcoveries of the 

wil of God,are moſt 2xpreſs: as | P' 

in the places annexed to ther-le; | w 
necel- 
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neceſſity abundantly urgent ; 
ſpiritual profit and edification, 
noleſſe requiring it. Cauſlelle 
ſeparation from eſtabliſhed 
Churches,walking according to 
the order of theGoſpel,(though 
perhaps failing in the practiſe 
of ſome things of ſmail con» 
ecrnment) is no {mall fin : but 
ſeparation from the fintul pra- 
Qiſes,and diſorderly walkings, 
and falſe unwarranted wayes of 
worſhip in any, is to fulfil che 
precepr of not partaking in 0- 
ther mens fins ; to delight inthe 
company of, fellowſhip, ſocie- 
ty and converſe of unſayory 
diſorderly perſons, proclaimes 
a ſpirit not indeared to Chriſt. 

Let motives hereunto, be, 

I. Gods command. 

2. Our own preſervation 
from ſin, and prote&ion from 
puniſhment, that with others 
we be not infeRed and plagued: - 

D3, 3;. Clift 
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3- Chriſts delight in the pu- 
rity of his ordinances. 

4, His diſtinguiſhing love 
to his ſaints ; provided, that in 
the praRtiſe of this Rule, abun- 
dance of meekneſle, paticnce, 
gentleneſſe, wiſdom and tender- 
neſſe be exerciſed: let no offence 
be given juſtly to any. ' 


RULE VI. 


Requent ſpiritual communi- 
nication, for edification ac- 
cording to gifts received. 

Mal. 3, 16. Then thcy that 
feared the Lord, ſpake eften one 
10 another, and the Loyd hearks 
' ned and heard it,and a book of re= 
merbrance was written before 
him, fer them that feared the 
Lord, & thought upon bis Name. 
Jod. 2. 11. Now When Job's 
three friends heard al of this evil 
that was come upon him, they 
came every one from hu oyn _ 
Or 
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for they that had made an appoint - 
. ment together, to come to mourn 

with him,and to comfort him. 

Epheſ. 4. 39. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to 
the uſe of edifying,that it may ad-= 
miniſter grace to the hearers, 

Col.4.6. Let yorr ſpeech be 
alwayes with grace, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, that you may know how to an- 
ſwer every man. 

Eph. 5.4.Net. her filt hin?ſs vor 
foolih talking, ror jejting, which 
are not conveniest, but rather gi- 
ving of thanks. 

1 Theſl.5.11. 1herefore com- 
fort ſelves together, and edifie ene 
another, as alſo ye do. ; 

Heb. 3.12. Exhort one another 
daily,whileſt it is called to day, leſt 
any of you be hardened through 
the deceirfulneſſe of ſin. 

Jude 20, Building up your 
ſelves in your moſt holy faith, 

D 4 prey-” 
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praying inthe Holy Ghoſt. 

Heb.10.24,35. Let ws Conſider 
one another, tc provoke unto love 
and good works : Not forſaking 
the aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
ther, as the manner of ſome ; but 
exhorting one another , aud ſo 
wuch the more, as you [ee the day 
approaching. 

Ads 18. 13. Whom when 
Aquila and Priſcilla had heard, 
they took, him n1to them, and ex- » 
pounded unto him the way of God 
more perfeitly. 

I Cor.12,9. For the manifeſt a- 
ticn of the Spirit ts given to every 
m.1n to profir withall. 

EXFLIC. Vi. 
Hat men not ſolemnly cal- 
led and ſet apart to the of- 
fice of publick teaching,may yet 
be endued with uſefull pifts for 
ecification,was before declared; 
the not uſing of ſuch gifts, in 
an 
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an orderly way , according to 
the rule and cuſtome of the 
churches, is to napkin up the 
talent given to trade and profit 
withall ; that every man ought 
to labour, that he may walk. 
and dwell in knowledge , in his . 
family , none doubts ; that we 
ſhould alſo labour to do fo in 
the church or Family of God, is 
no leſle apparent. 

This the Scriptures annexed 
to the rule, declare, which in 
an eſpeciall manner hold out 
prayer,exhortation, inſtruion 
from the Word, and conſolati- 
on ; now the performance of 
me dury of mutual! edtfiogtiaul, 
i$incumbent on the Saints, 

I. Ordinarily , Epheſ. 4-29. 
chap.5.3.5. Heb. 3.13, believers. 
in their ordinary daily converſe, , 
ought to be continually making 
mention of the Lord - with 
fayoury diſcourſes tending to 

D s edifica«- 


52 Kules of wilting 

Relation, 1 Cor.7.13.nor yet in 
offices of love and ciyill con- 
verſe, x Cor. 5,10. I Theſ.4.12. 
* munch leſle innot ſeeking their 
good and proſperity, 1 Tim. 
2. 1; or not communicating 
good things unto them Gal. 
6. 16.07 living profitably and 
peaceably with them, Row. 12. 
18. butin 1: Manner of walk- 
ing and converſation, Rows: 
12. 2. Ephef. 4. 17, 18, 19. 
2; Delightful converſe and fa- 
miliaricy where enmity and op- 
poſition appears, Epheſ. 5. 
3) 4, 6, 7, 8, IO, IT. 3, In 
way of - worſhip, and ordi- 


nances of fellowſhip, Rew. | 
18. 4. not running out into | 


the ſame compaſſe of exceſs and 


riot, with them, in any thing ; | 


for theſe 3: and the like com» 
mands and diſcoveries of the 


wil of God,are moſt expreſs: as | 


hervle; 


in the places annexcd tot 
| necel(- 


| 
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, 


wn THR EEES 


| 


in Fellowſhip, 53 
neceſſity abundantly urgent ; 
ſpiritual profit and edification, 
noleſſe requiring it. Cauſleſle - 
ſeparation from eſtabliſhed 
Churches,walking according to 
the order of theGoſpel,(though 
perhaps failing in the practiſe 
of ſome things of ſmall con» 
ecrnment) is no {mall fin : but 
ſeparation from the fintul pra- 
Riſes, and diſorderly walkings, 
and falſe unwarranted wayes of 
worſbip in any, is to fulfil che 
precepr of not partaking in 0» 
ther mens fins ; to delight inthe 
company of, fellowſhip, ſocie- 
ty and. converſe of unſavory 
diſorderly perſons, proclaimes 
a.ſpirit not indeared to Chriſt: 

Let motives hereunto, be, 

I. Gods: command. - 

2. Our own preſervation 
from ſin, and proteQion from 
puniſhment, that with others : 
we be not infeRed and plagued:- 
D3; 3;- Chiiſt 
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3- Chriſtsdelight in the pu- 
rity of his ordinances. 

4; His diſtinguiſhing love 
to his ſaints ; provided, that in 
the praiſe of this Rule, abun- 
dance of meekneſle, paticnce, 
gentleneſſe, wiſdom and tender- 
neſſe be exerciſed: let no offence 
be given juſtly toany. ' 


”ZRequent ſpiritual communi- 


. nication, for edification ac- ' 


cording to gifts received. 
Mal. 3, 16. They thcy that 
feared the Lord, ſpake often one 


membrance was. written before 


him, fer them that feared the ' 
Lord, & thought upon bis Name. 
od. 2.11. Now When Job's 
three friends heard al of this evil 
that was come upon him, they 
came every one from his ovyn mu 
OT; 


| 
t0 another, and the Loyd hearks 


' med and heard it,and a book of re= | 
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for they that had made an appoint + 


. ment together, to come to mourn 
with him,and to comfort him. * 


Epheſ. 4. 39. Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to 
the uſe of edifying,that it may ad-= 
miniſter grace to the hearers. 

Col.4.6. Let your ſpeech be 
alwayes with grace, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, that you may kw hew to an- 

wer every man. | 

Eph. 5.4.Nei: her filthine(s nor” 
fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which 
are not convenient, but rather gi- 
ving of thanks. 

I Theſlſ.5.11. Wherefore com- 


fort ſelves togecher, and edifie one 


another, as alſo ye do. 

Heb. 3.12. Exhort one another 
daily,whileſt it is called to day, leſt 
any of you be hardened through 
the deceirfulneſſe of ſin. | 

Jude 20. Building up your” 
ſelves in your moſt holy faith, 

D.4. prey 
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praying inthe Holy Ghoſt. 


Heb.10.24,25. Let Hd confider ; 


one another, tc provoke unto love 
and good works : Nat forſaking 
the aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
ther, as the manner of ſome ; but 


 Exhorting one another , aud ſo” 


wuch the more, as you ſee the day 
approaching. 

Ads 18. 13. Whom when 
Aquila and Priſcilla had heard, 
they took. him nnto them, and ex- 
pounded unto hin the way of God 
more perfetly. 

I Cor. 12.9. For the manifeſt a+ 


tion of the Spirit is given to every 


man to profit withall. 


EXPLIC. VI. 


Tx men not ſolemnly cal- 
led and ſet apart to the of- 
fice of publick teaching,may yet 
be endued with uſefull gifts for 
edification,was before declared; 


the not _uſipg of ſuch gifts, in 
| | __ 


| 
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an orderly way , according to 
the rule and cuſtome of the 
churches, is to napkin up- the 
talent given to trade and profit 
withall ; that every man ought 
to labour, that he may walk. 
and dwell in knowledge, in his. . 
family , none doubts ; that we 
ſhould alſo labour todo ſo in. 
the church or Family of God, is . 
| no leſſe apparent. 
| This the Scriptures annexed 
to the rule, declare, which in 
an eſpeciall manner hold out 
prayer,exhortation, inſtrudion - 
from the Word, and conſolati- 
on ; now. the performance of. 
this duty of mutuall edification,. 
ji$incumbenr on the Saints, 
| I. Ordinarily , Epheſ. 4-29. . 
| Cchap.5.3.5. Heb. 3.13, believers. 
| in their ordinary daily converſe, , 
' ought to be continually making 
; mention of the Lord ;- with- 
' - fayoury diſcourſes tending to 
w_— Ds. edifica-- 
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edification, and not waſt their - | 
opportunities, with fooliſh, light, 
frothy ſpeeches that. are, not 
convenient. . 453 3115'7 
2. Occaſionally, Likke 24.14« 
AAal. 3.1.6. it any thing of 
weight and concernment to the 
Church , be brought forth by 
providence; afpiritual improve- 
ment of it, by a due confidera- 
tion amongſt believers, is re- 
quired; 
- '3« By aſſembling of more to- 
gether by appointment, for pray- 
er. and. .1nſtruction.. from the 
Word, As 18.23. Aﬀ#s 12.12. 
Fob 2.11, Epheſ. 5.19. James 5. 
I6, 7ude 20.1 Theſ.t5.14, This -- 
being a ſpeciall oxdinance .and 
a ppointment of (39d, -for-the 
increaſing of knowledge, love, 
charity, experience, and the 
improving of gifts . received ; 
every one contributing to;the 
boilding of; the Taherpasles, lex . | 
then ., 


. #n' Fellowſhip, 59) 
then all vain communication be 
farr away : The time is ſhore 
and the daies are evil ; let it fuf- 
fice us, that we have negleted 
ſo many precious opportunities, 
of growing in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and do- 
ing good to one another : let the 
remainder of our few and evil 
dayes be ſpent-in living to him - 
who died for us; be not con-. 
formed to this world , nor the - 
men thereof. 


RULE V11,- 


 F Utually to bear with each 
others infirmities, weak- - 
neſſe, tenderneſle, failings, in 
meekneſle, patience, pity,. and - 
with aſſiſtance. 

Eph. 4. 32. Be yekind oneto ' 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving - 
one another. ; ev:r as God for-- 
Chriſts ſake bath forgiven you.. 
Mat.13.21.Thes came Peter to / 

Es 2:7"% Es 


6: Rultof willing 
 limand ſaidhow oft ſhall my bro-. 


fit againſt me, and 1 forgive him. 


ver, 22.Jeſus ſaid nnto him, I ſay 
Ht rmto thee ſeven times, bat until. 
| ſeventy times ſeuty, 


| Mark 11.25. And when you. 
 ſandpraying, forgive, if you have - 


ought againſt any,that yoar Father 
- wo 

Five you your treſpaſſes.v.26. And 
if ys do not forgive , neither will 


your Father which 1s in Heaven, 


forgive you your treſpaſſes. 
 Rom.14.13. Lrt ns mt there- 


fore judge one another any more, 


but judge this vat her, that ub man 


pit 4 rumbling block,, of an vcea- 
ficnts fall in his brothtys way ; ſee - 


_ verſ.3,4- 


Rom 15.1. + thes that art. 
Frog, olight to bear the infirmi-' 
f tht weak , and not to pleaſe 


tres 


our ſelves. verl. 2. let every one 
pleaſe his neighbour forthe good of. 
= cation. © | 


ch.is alſo in Heaven may fors. 


I Gor.134. 


- OO —— 


in Fellowſhip. 61: 
2. Cor. 13.4. Charity ſuffe- 


' meth long, and is kind , charit 


 _ envieth not, charity is uat raſs, 

' #t is not preſſed np . ver. 5. Doth 

vet behave it ſelf unſeemly, is 

wot eaſily proveked, thinketh no 
evil: yer. 6: Rejoyceth. not in 
1miquity, bat rejoxceth in the- 
truth. v. 7. Beareth all things, 
beletveth all things, bopeth all 

things, endgreth all things. 

Gal, 6.1. Brethren, if a man 
be taken i» a fault, ye which are- 
ſpiritual reftore ſack, an 0ne-inthe 

pirit of mrekneſſe, v. 2' conſiders. 
ing thy ſelf, leſt thow alſo be- 
rempred, | 

Col. 3. 12. Pat on therefore 
o- the Eleft of Ged, holy and - 

eloved )bowels of mercies, kind-.- 
eſſe, hunbleneſſe of minde,eek- 
 meſſe, lony-ſuffering,ver.13. Fore- 
bearing one another, and forgi=. 
ving one amther, if any man 
have a quarrel againſt any : evts - 

AN As; 
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as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo ds 
7e werl. 14. And above all theſe. 
things put on chrity, which is the . 


bond of perfefiion, 
EXPLIC. VIE 


Tz is the glory of God, to co- - 


vera matter, Prov.25.. 2. free. 


pardon is the ſubſtance. of the 


Goſpel; the work of God in. 


perfetion, .E/a. 55- propoſed 


to us for imitation, Matth.18. 


26,27,28.. Whileſt we are cloa- 
thed with fleſh, we do al things 


imperfeRly ; freedom from fai- 


lings is a fruit of glory; we ſee 
. here darkly as ina glaſſe : know 


but in part, in many things we' 


offend all : who, kaoweth how 
often? mutual failings to be born 


with, offences to be pardened, . 


weakneſle to be ſapported,may 


- Minde us-in theſe pence, of the 


Talents, forgiven us : Let him 


i -- that: 


| 


* 


- ta-Fellowſbip,, 6g: 
that 'is without fault throw 
ſtones at others : Some men 
rejoyce in ovhers failings.; they 
are malicious and faile . more in 
that ſinful joys then their 'bre« 
thten -in. that which they re- 
| Joyce at. Some are angry at. 
weakneſſes - and infirmities ; 
They are_proud and conceited; 
not-conſNering that they them- 
ſelves alſo are in the fleſh. Some 
dclight-ro dwell alwayes upon 
a ſrailty.; they delerve to finde : 
no charity in the. like kinde: 
For injuries, who almoſt can 
bear untill ſeycn times; Peter 
_ thought-it much. Some more 
ſtudy revenge thenpardon;ſome + . 
pretend to forgive, but yet c- - 
very {1;ght oftence makes a con- 
tinued alienation of afﬀfe&ions, 
and : ſeparation of . converſe; 
Some will carry a {ſmooth face - 
over a rough heart. Chriſt is. in 
none of theſe waycs; they have | 


Tzea if no ». 
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no ſayour of the Goſpel;Meck- 
neſfſe, patience, forbearance and 
and forgiveneſſe ,- hiding, co- 

vering, removing of offences, 
arethe foot-ſteps of Chriſt;feeſt 
thou thy B:other fail, pity him; 
doth he continue in it, earneſtly 
pray for him, admoniſh him ; 
cannot another fin,but you muſt 
fin too ? If you be angry, vex- 
ed, . rejoyced, alienated from, 
you are partner with him in e- 
vil, inftead of helping him ; 
Suppoſe thy God ſhould be an- 
gry every time thou giveſt 
canſe, and ſtrike every time 
thou provokeſt him 2 When 
thy brother offendeth thee, do 
bur ſtay. rhy heart, rmcill thou 
taken afaithful view of-the pa- - 
tience, and forbearance of God . 

toward thee ; and then conſider 
' his command to- thee, to go 
and do likeyiſe : Let then all: 
tenderncfſe of afſeRion, and: 
Se... 


bowels of compaſſion towards 
one another, be put on amongſt 
us, as becometh Saints. Ler pit- 
ty, notenvie; mercy,not malice; 
patience, not paſſien ; Chriſt, 
* notfleſh; Grace,not nature;par- 
don, not ſpite or revenge, be 
' our guides and companions in. 
our converſations. 

Motives hereunto are, 

1. Gods infinite Mercy, Pa- 
tience, Forbearance, Long-ſuf- 
fering, and free-grace towards 
us, ſparing, pardoning, pittying, 
bearing with us,in innumerable, 
daily,hourly failings and provo-. 

! cations ; eſpecially all this-being. 
' propoſed for our imitation, 
in our meaſure, Matth. 10. 28, ' 
24. 

2, The goodneſſe, nnweari- 
ed and unchangeable love of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, putting in, 
every day for us; not ceafing to 
plead In our behalf, notwith- 

' ftandirlg 
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ſtanding our continual backſli- | 
ding, 1 /ohnc2.3+2: 

3, The experience. which 
our own hearts have of the 
need, wherein we ſtand of o0- 
thers patience, forbcarance .and 
pardon, Eccleſ.7.20.22. 

4. The ſtri&neſle of the com- 
mand, with the threatnings at-- 
tending its non-performance. 

5- The great glory of the 
Goſpel,which is in the walking 
of the Brethren with a right- 
foot, as to this Rule. 


RULE. VIIL. 
Ender and affe&tionate par-: 
- ticipation with one ano- 
ther, in their ſeveral ſtates and 
. conditions, bearing each! others 
burthens. | 
Gal.6. 2. Bear you one anothers 
barthens,and ſo fulfil ou the law. - 
'. of Chriſt. 
Heb... 


in Fellowſhip. 

Heb.13.3. Remember then 
that are in bonds as bound with 
them, and them that are in adver- 


ſity, as being your ſelves alſo inthe 
body. 


x, Cor. 12.25.That there ſhould 
be no ſchiſm in the body, but that 
the members ſhould have the ſame 
care one for another.verſ,26.. And 
whether. one member ſuffer,all the 
members ſuffer with it , or _ one 
member be honored, all the ment- 
bers rejojce with it, | 

2 Cor.11.29,Who is weak; and 


T:am not weak? who ts offended, | 


ard I burn not ? 
James.1.21. Pare religion,and 


undefiled before God and the Fa-' 


ther,is this;To viſit the fatherleſſe 
and widowes in their affliction, 
Tc. | | 

Mat. 25.35; [was an hungred 
and ye gave me. meat : 1 was a- 
thirst, and ye gave me drink, T 
was a ſtranger, and ye took mein: 
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. Naked andyeclothed me: I was | 
fk, and ye viſited me ; I was 


in priſon, and ye came unto me. 
verſ.40. For inaſmuch as you did 
it to one of the leaFt of theſe my 
brethren, ye have dane it unto me. 
2 Tim. 1.16. The Lord give 
mercy unto the houſe of Oneſi- 
phorus; for he oft refreſhed me, 
. aud was not aſhamed of my chain, 
verſe 17. But when he was in 
Rome, he ſought me out very dis 
ligently,and found me. | 
Ads 20.35.1 have ſhewed you 
all things, how that ſo labourimg 
ought to ſupport the weak, * 


C 


EXPLIC. VIII. 


He former Rule concerned 

che carriage and frame of 
« wg cowards our Brethren in 
their failings. This is in their - 
miſeries and afflictions ; In this 
alſo , conformity to Chriſt: is: _ 
oy required, 


| - required, whoin allthe affliQti- 


ons of his people is afflicted, 
E[a.63.9.and perſecuted in their 
diſtreſſes, eAtts 9.4. could we 
bring up-our ſpiritual union, to 
hold any proportion with the 


mutvallunion of many members ' 


in one body,tow®Þ iris frequent- 
ly compared ; this duty would 
be excellently performed : no 
man ever yet hated his own 
fleſh ; if c ne member be in pain, 
the reft have little comfort or 
eaſe, it is a rotten member which 
is not afﬀfeted with the anguiſh 
of its companions ; they are 
marked particularly for deſtru- 
Rion, who inthe midſt of plen- 
tifull enjoyments, forget the 
miſeriesof their brethren, Amos 
6.6. if we will not feel the 
weight of our brethrens affliti- 
ons, burdens, and ſorrow ; it is 
a righteous thing that our own 
ſhould be doubled ; the deſolt- 

| - trons 
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tions of the Church makes Ne- 
 kemiah grow pale in the Court 
of a great King, Neh.1.10. they 
who are-not- concerned in the 
troubles, ſorrows , viſitations, 
wants, poverties, perſecutions 
of the Saints, not lo farr as to 
pity their woundings, to feel 
their ſtrokes, to refreſh their 
ſpirits, help bear their burthens 
upon their own ſhoulders, can 
never aſſure themſelves, that 
they are united to the head of 
- thole Saints ; now to a right 
performance of this duty, and 
in the diſcharge of it., are re- 
y_ 


A due valuation, ſtrong 


deſire, and high eſteetn of the 
Churches proſperity in every 
member of it, P/[al.122.6. 

2. Bowels of compatllion, as a 


fruit of love,to be ſenfible of,and 


intimately moved for,the ſeveral 
burchens of the Saints, col.319« 
3. Courage 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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3.. Courage and boldneſle, to - 
own them without ſhame in all ' 

conditions, 2 Tim.1.16,17. 

4. Perſonall viſitations in ſick- 
neſſes, troubles, and reſtraints, 
to adviſe, comfort and refreſh 
them, Alate 25. 36. 

5- Sutable ſupportment by 
adminiſtration of ſpirituall, -or 
temporal aſſiſtances, to the con- 
dition wherein they are. The 
Motives are the ſame as to the 
former rule. 


RULE IX. 


Ree contribution, and com- 
munication- of temporall 
things, to them that. are poor 
indeed, ſutable to their neceſsi- 
ties,wants,and affliions.. 
I 1 John 3.17. Who ſo hath the 
worlds goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
thr have need, and ſhutteth up h#s 


- Powels of comp ton from him, how 


dwellth 


a ER . — nm 


72 Rulerefwalking 
awelleth the love of God in him. 


Verſ.18. 4 little children,; les 


#3 not Jove in word , tis | 
ther in tongue, bnt in deed, and in | 


truth. 
"I Cor. 16. 1,2. Now concern- 


ing the colleftion for the Saints, as 


I have given order to the Churches 
of Galatia, ever ſo do ye. Vpox 
the firſt day of the week, let every 
one of you lay by him in ſtore as 
God hath proſpered hins, | 

2. Cor.9.5,6. Let your gift be 


ready as 4 matter of bounty, nat ' 


v * SA - 


ag” 


covetouſueſſe ; he that ſoweth ſpa- 


ringly, ſhall reap ſparingly . ver.7. 


very man, according as he pur- 


poſeth in his heart, ſo let him give, 


ot grudgingly, or of neceſſity, 


for God loveth a cheerf all giver ; | 
fo the whole 8 and 9. chap. of this 


Epiſtle. 
Rom. 12. 13+. Diſtributing to 


the neceſſity of the Saints, givento © 
Gals, |, 


bhoſpitalitye 


. 4m prepared, for Jos from 


Gal. 6.10. As we have there- 
fore opportunity , let us do good 


"unto -all men, eſpecially unto them 


who are of the houſhold of faith. 
1Tim.6:7, Charge them that be 
rich in.this world,that they be not 
high-minded , nor truſt in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the lrving God, 
who giveth us all things richly to 


 enjoy.vere18. That they do gaod, 


that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, Verl.19. Laying up in 
ſtore for themſelves, a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come. 
Heb.13.16. To do goed, and ts 
communicate forget not, for with 


' ſuth ſacrifices God « wellpleaſed. 


. Levit-25-35+ Ard if thy Bro- 
ther be waxen poor, or fallen juto 
decay with thee, then thou: (halt 
receive him. 

Mat. 25+34+ (ome ye bleſſed 
of my Father , inherit the King- 


Of» 


% 
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Naked and ye clothed me : I was 
fick,, and ye viſited me © I was 
1m priſon, and ye cam? unto me, 
verſ{.40. For inaſmuch as you did 
it to oe of the leaft of theſe my 
brethren, ye have done ut unto me. 
2 Tim. 1.16. The Lo, « we 
mercy unto the _ of Oneſi- 
phorus ; for he oft +17 hod mr, 
and w.s not aſhamed if my © hy. 
verſe 17. But wh: he was in 
Rome, he ſorght me out very dts 
ligen nn found me. 
$ 20.35.1 have (hewed you 
all things, how that ſo labourimg 
ye ought to ſupport the weak, 
C | 


EXPLIC. VIII. 


He former Rule concerned 

rhe carriage aind frame of 
ous towards our Brethren i in 
roeir Feiline>. T ;ais is Ld cher 
miſeries and afflictions ; In this 
alſo , conformity to Chriſt is 
required, 


TT ITBER  oErRIes Vw 
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required, whoin allthe afflicti- 
ons of his people is afflicted, 
E[a.63.9.and perſecuted 1n their 
diſtreſſes, es 9.4. could we 
bring up our ſpiritual union, to 
hold any proportion with the 
mutvall vnion of many members 
in one body,tow® iris frequent- 
ly compared ; this duty would 
be excellently performed : no 
man ever yet hated his own 
fleſh ; if - ne member be in pain, 
the reſt have little comfort or 
eaſe, it is a rotten member which 
is not affeRted with the anguiſh 
of its companions ; they are 
marked particularly for deſtru- 
Rion, who inthe midſt of plen- 
tifull enjoyments, forget the 
miſeries of their brethren, Amos 
6.6. ii WE wiil not feel the 
weight of our brethrens aMicti- 
ons, burdens, and ſorrow ; it is 
a righteous thing that our own 
ſhould be doubled ; the deſola- 
tions 
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tions of the Church makes Ne- | 


hemiah grow pale in the Court 
of a great King, Neh.1.10. they 


oa, 


who are not concerned in the | 


troubles, ſorrows, vilitations, 
wants, poverties, perſecutions 
of the Saints, not lo farr as to 
pity their woundings, to feel 


their ſtrokes, to refreſh their 


ſpirits, help bear their burthens 
upon their own ſhoulders, can 


never aflure themſelves, that ' 


they are united to the head of |; 


thoſe Saints ; now to a right 
performance of this duty, and 
in the diſcharge of it,, are re- 
_ 

A due valuation, ſtrong 
_ and high eſteem of the 
Churches proſperity in every 
member of it, P[al.122.6. 

2. Bowels of compallion, as a 
fruit of love, to be ſenfible of,and 
intimately moved for, the ſeveral 
burthens of the Saints, col.3.19. 


3. (Courage 


| 
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3.. Courage and boldneſle, to 

own them without ſhame in all 

conditions, 2 Tim.1.16,17. 

4. Perſonall viſitations in ſick- 
neſſes, troubles, and reſtraints, 
to adviſe, comfort and refreſh 
them, Ait.25.36. 

5- Sutable ſupportment by 
adminiſtration of ſpirituall, or 
temporal aſſiſtances, to the con- 
dition wherein they are. The 
Motives are the ſame as to the 
former rule. 


RULE IX. 


Ree contribution, and com- 
munication - of temporall 
things, to them that are poor 
indeed, ſutable to their neceſsi- 
ties, wants,and afliftions.. 
I 1 John 3.17. Who ſo hath the 
worlds goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
thr have need, and ſhutteth up his 


' bowels of compaſſion from him, how 


dwelleth 
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dwelleth the love of God in him, 
Verſ.18. My little children,” les 


4 not love in word , ie 


ther in tongue, but in deed, and in | 


truth. 

* 1 Cor. 16. 1,2. Now concern- 
ing the colleftion for the Saints, ag 
I have given ord:r to the Churches 
of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon 


the firſt day of the week,, let every | 


one of you lay by him in ſtore a 
God hath proſpered hins. 


2. Cor.9.5,6. Let your gift be , 
ready as 4 matter of bounty, nat 


covetouſueſſe ; he that ſoweth ſpa- 
ringly, ſhall reap ſparingly . ver.7. 
Every may, according as he pur- 
poſeth in his heart, ſo let him give, 
ot grudgingly , or of neceſſity, 


for God loveth a cheerfall giver; . 
ſo the whole 8 and 9. chap. of this 


Epiſtle. 


Rom. 12. 13. Diſtributing to | 
the neceſſity of the Saints, given to 


hoſpit A lity . 
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Gal.6.10. As we have there- 
fore opport #nity , let us do good 


"unto 'all men, eſpecially unto them 


who are of the houſhold of faith. 

ItTim.6:17, Charge them that be 
rich in.this world,that they be not 
high-minded , nor truſt in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the Irving God, 
who giveth us all things richly to 
enjoy.ver.18. That thry do gaod, 
that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, Verl.19. Laying up in 
ſtore for thimſelves, a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come. 

Heb.13.16. To do goed, and to 
communicate forget not, for with 
ſuth ſacrifices God u well pleaſed. 

: Levit-25-35- And if thy Bro- 
ther be waxen poor, or fallen into 
decay with thee, then thau' (halt 
receive him. 

Mat. 25-34+- (ome ye bleſſed 
of my Father , inherit the King- 


nd 


.94, Rulesof walking. 
foundation of the world. verſ.35.1 - 


For I'was an hungred,and ye gave 


me meat,thirſtic, and ye gaveme | 


drink; 1 was a ſtranger, and ye| 


took me in. ver(.36. Naked and © 


ye clothed me : 1 was ſick, and.ye 
viſited me : I was in priſon.and ye 
came unto me. verl. 40, Verily [ 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye haw 
done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 


my brethren, ye have done it untt 


me 
EXPLICAT. IX. 

= E having of poor alway 

amongſt us, and of us, ac- 
according to our Saviours pre- 
diction, 2741.26.11.and the pro- 
miſe of God, Deur. 15.11. ſerve 
for the trial of themſelves and 0-: 
thers: of their own content, with, 
Chriſt alone,with ſubmiſſion to 
the ali-diſpoſing Soveraignty of 
God ; of others, how freely they 
can part for Chriſts ſake , with, 
thoſe things wherewith oy 
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-hand is filled : when God gave 


Manna, for food unto his peo- 


-ple, every one had an equall 
ſhare, Exod. 16.18. and he that 
gathered much, had nothing 


over, and he that gathered lit- 
tle, had no lack,2 ('or.8.15. This 
diſtribution in equality , was 
again for the neceſlity of the 
Church,reduced into practiſe, in 
the dayes of the Apoſtles, Atts 
14-35. of the totall ſum of the 
poſſeſſions of believers,diſtribu- 
tion was made to every man ac- 
cording to his need. 

That every man by the ordi- 
nance and appointment of God, 
hath a peculiar right to the 
uſe and diſpoſall of the earthly 
things wherewith he is in parti- 


cular intruſted, is unqueſtiona« 


ble : The very precept for free 
diſtribution, and communicati-«- 
on, are enough to proveit; bat 
that theſe things are altogether 
given to men, for thamſelyes 

E 2 and 
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and their own uſe, is denied; fl 
friends are to be made of {ar Al 
»20n. Chriſt needs in ſome,what 1 
he beſtowes onothers:if he hath lis 
given thee thine own, and thy AQ 
brothers portion alſo to keep, P! 
wilt thou be falſe to thy trui, 4 
and defraud thy Brothet > Chrilk M 
being rich, became poor for our W] 
ſakes; if he make us rich, iti 
that we may feed the poor for. 

his ſake ; neither doth this duty 1 
lie only(though chiefly)on thok 
who are greatly increaſed; thok EX 
who have nothing but theirk 7 
bour, ſhould ſpare out of thi 

for thoſe who cannot work, Ejh Art 
4.28, The two Mites are re C0! 
quired as well as accepted. Nor. £0 
therelief of the poor Brethre: 

in the Church, hath a two-fol{ Je! 


Rule. thi: 
| Firſt, Their neceſſity. _ ſelf 
Secondly, Others abilities. . ? 


Unto theſe two muſt aſſiſtane **;, 
be'proportioned; provided; 
| chol 


WS 


1c 
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.' thoſe which are poor walk ſuit- 


ably to their condition, 2 T he. 3. 
10.11. And as we ought to re- 
lieve men in their poverty, ſo we 
ought, by all lawfull means, to 
prevent their being poor:to keep 
a man from falling, is an equall 
mercy to the helping of him up 
when he 1s down. 

Motives to this duty are ; 

I. The love of God unto us, 
I fohz 3.14. 

2. The glory of the Goſpel 
exceedingly exalted thereby, 
Tits 3.8.15. Mat 5.6. © 

3. The Union whereunto we 
are brought in Chriſt ; with the - 
common inheritance promiſed 
to us all. 

4. The teſtimony of the Lord 
Jeſus, witneſling what is done in 
this kind, to be done unto him- 
ſelf, Mat-25.35,36,37- 
$5. The promiſe annexed to 
It., Eccleſ. 11,1. Prov. 19. 17. 

E.3 Dext. 
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Deat.15.10.Mat.10.4.2. 


The way whereby it is to be. 


done, is by appointing ſome, 
As 6. to take what 1s volunta- 
rily diſtributed by the brethren, 


according as God hath bleſſed: 


them ; on the firſt day of the 


week, 1 Cor. 16.1, and to di- 


tribute to the neceſlity of the 
Saints, according to the advice 
of the Church ; befides private 
Ciſtributions wherein we ought 
to abound. Mar.6.3. Heb.13.16, 


RULE. % 


= O mark diligently, and 


avoid carefully , all cauſes 

and cauſers of Diviſions ; eſpe- 

cially to ſhun Seducers, falle- 

Teachers, & Broachers of Here- 

fies and Errors, contrary to the 
form of wholſome words. 

Rom. 16.17,i8. Now / be/eech 


you brethren z mark, them which 


cauſe diviſions and offences , con- 


traijy, 


F 
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' trary to the doftrine which ye have 


learned,and avoid thm : For they 
that are ſuch, ferve not our Lord 
Jeſus, but their own belly, and by. 
good words and fair ſpeeches de- 
ceive the hearts of the ſimple. 
Matth.24-4. 7eſus ſaid unto 
them , Take heed that no man de- 
ceive you : verſ.5. For many ſhall 
come in my Name, ſaying , 1 am 
Chriſt , and ſhall deceive many. 
verf.23. Then if any man ſhall lo 
unto you; Lo, here is Chrift , or 
there : believe it not. verl. 24. For 
there ſhall ariſe falſe Chrifts, and 
falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great 
ftgnes and wonders: inſomuch that 
( if it were poſſible ) they (hall de- 
ceive the very Eleft. verſ.25, Be-- 
hold I have told you before. 
I Tim. 6.3. If ary man teach 
otherwiſ, % and conf, ent not to whole - 


ſome words, even the words of our 


Lord feſus Chrift, and to the 
deftrine which ts according to god- 
E4, lineſe:. 
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lineſſe : verſ.4q, He 4s proad,. 


knowing nothing , but doting 
about queſtions, and ftrifes of 
words whereof comethenvy ſtrife, 
railings, evil ſurmifings : verl.5. 
Perverſe diſpmtings of men of cor- 
ruft minds, and deſtitute of the 
truth: From ſuch withdraw thy 
Self. | 

2 Tim. 2. 16, But ſun prophane 
and vain bablings, for they will 
increaſe to more ungodlineſſe. 
verſ{.17.Aad ther word will eat, 
as doth a canker. 

Titus 3.9. But avoid foolifh 
queſtions and genealogies, and 
contentions, aud ſtrivings abont 
the Law ; for they are urprofita- 
ble and wain. verl. 10. A man 
that ts an Heretich, after the 
firſt ana ſecond admonition,rejett: 
verſ.11. Knowing that he that 6s 


Such,ts ſubwviried and ſinneth, be- 


$n0 roulemired of himſelf. 
1 John 2.18, Little children, 


it. | 
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it s the Iaft time : and a4 ye ha®* 
heard that Antichriſt ſhall com?) 
even now there are many Anti- 
chriſts, whereby We know that it 
# the laſt times. verſ. 19. They 
Went out from us , but they Were 
not of u* for if they had been 
of ws , they would ne doybt have 
continued with us : bat they 
went out that they mightbe maae 
manifeſt, that they were not all 
of us. 

I Tohn 4.1. Beloved, believe 
not every ſpirit , but try the ſpi- 
rits whether they are of God z be - 
cauſe many falſe Prophets are 
gone out into the world. 

2 Joh. 10. If there be any that 
come nnto you, and bring not 
thu doftrine, receive him not in- 
to Jour houſes,neither bid him God 
ſpeed : werſ. 11. For be that 
biddeth him God ſpeed, ts parta- 
ker of hu evil deeds. 

Atts 20, 29, For Ikhrow this, 

£ E 5 that -. 
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that after my departing , ſhall: | 
grievons Wolves enter in among - 
Jeu, not [paring the flock,verl.30, 
Alſo of your own ſelve; ſhall men. 
ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe thing s,te . 
draw aWvay Diſciples after them : 
verſ.31. Therefore watch. 

Rev.2. 14-I have « few things. 
againſt thee , becauſe thou haſt 
there, them that held the doftrine. 
of -Balaam,verſ.15. So baſt thox. 
alſo them , that hold the doftrine. 
of the Nicolaitans, which thing [ 
hate. verſ. 16. Repent, or elſe I 
forall come to thee quickly,and will. 
fight againft thee with the ſword. 
of my worth, 


EXPLICAT. X: 


—_ former part of this-rule . 
& was ſomething ſpoken to 
rule 4.th']f the preſervation 
of : unity ought - to be our 
ayne , then «certainly. the cauſes. 


[1 

q: 

fy 

{4 
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and Cauſers of Diviſion, ought 
to be avoided ; From ſuch turn 
away. There is a generation of ' 
men, Whoſe tongues ſeem to be - 
acted by the Devill; Zawmes calls. 
it, Set on fire of hell, Chap. 3.6, . 
As though they were the meer 
of-ſpring of Serpents, they de-. 
light.in nothing but in. the fire - 
of contention ; diſputing, quar- 
relling,backbiting, endlctle ſtri- - 
vings, are that they live upon. . 
Note ſuch men and. avoid them ; 
Generally they are men of pri- - 
vate Intereſts, fleſhly ends,lugh 
conceits, and proud ſpirits; 
Jrom ſuch turn away : For the 
latter part of the Rule in parti- - 
cular,concerning Seducers; That - 
a judgement of diſcerning by the - 
ſpirit, reſts in the Charch, and 
the ſeyerall Membersthereof, is.5 
apparent,1 Feb. 2.27.1Cor.2,15. 
1/a.8.28.To the exerciſe of this: : 
duty they are commanded, oy. 
- 10a1l Corr, 


_ 
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I. 1 Cor.10. 15. $0 Its come 


mended, As 17.11 And heres . 


unto are they encouraged, Phi.r, 


9.10,Fieb.,5,14 If the blind lead. 


the: blind, both will into the 


ditch:That gold may be ſuſpeR- . | 


ed, which would not be tryed, 
Chriftians muſt chuſe the good, 
and refuſe the evil. If their 
Teachers could excuſe them, if 
they lead them afide,they might 
well require blind ſubmiſſion 
fiom them. Now that the Bre- 
thren may exerciſe this duty 
arigat, and perform obedience 
to this Rule, .it is required, 

I, That they get their ſences 
exerciſed in the word, to dif- 
cern good and evil, Heb.5,14. E- 
ſpecially, that they get from the 
Scripture a form of wholſome 
words, 2 Tiwm.1. 13. of the 
main Truths of the Goſpel, and 
fundamentall Articles of Religi- 
Ot; So that upon the firſt appre- 


henſion .. 
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hnfion of the contrary , they 
may turn away from him that 
brings it, and not bid them God 
ſpeed, 2 Epiſt fohn verſ 10. 

2, That they attend and hear» - 
ken to nothing,but what comes 
rothem in the way of God: 
Some men, yca very many In 
our dayes, have ſuch itching 
ears after novelty, that they run 
greedily after every one that 
lies inwait todecerve, with caun- 
ning entiſing words to make out 
ſome new pretended revelations; 
and this from a pretended liber- 
ty,yea,dnty of trying all things; 
little conſidering that God will 
have his own work done, onely 
in his own way : How they 
come it matters not,{o they may 
be heard : moſt of rhe Seducers 
and falſe Prophets of our dayes, . 
are nen apparently out of Gods 
way, leaving their own calllngs, 
to. wander withour a call, ordi. 

nary 


- ſpeeches, Row, 1641 7,18-Smooth, 
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nary-or extraordinary, without - 
providence or promiſe; Fora. | 
man to put himſelf, voluntari- 
ly , uncalled , upon the hearing. 
of them, is to tempt God, with 
whom itis juſt and righteous, to; 
deliver them up to the efficacie. 
of Error, that they may be-. 
lieve the lics they hear. Attend. 
only then to, and try only that. 
which comes in theway of God. 
to others bid not God ſpeed. 
3. Tobe alwayes ready fur-. 
niſh-d with, and to bear in 
mind the CharaRers,which the. 
Holy Ghoſt. hath given usin. 
the word., of Seducers ; which 
are indeed the very ſame, where-. 
by poor unſtable ſouls are Se- 
duced by them ; As firſt , that. 
they ſhould come in ſheeps cloa- 
thing, goodly pretences of ins. 
nocency and holineſle... Seconds. 
ly, with. good: words and fair. | 


as; 
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as butter and.oil- Thirdly , an-. 
ſwering mens luſts in their 
Dodtrine , 2 Tim. 4.3. Bring-. 
ing Docrines ſurable to- ſome 
beloved luſts of men , eſpecially, 
a. broad and cafic way of falva-. 
tion. Fourthly, pretences of glo-. 
rious diſcoveries and revelati- 
ons, Mat.24.24. 2 Theſ.2.2. 

4 Utterly rejeR and ſeparate, 
from ſuch-as have had means of. 
conviction and admonition, T 3t.: 
3-10, 

'F- Notts receive any with- 
out teſtimony from ſome of the. 
brethren-of known integrity in - 
the Churches ; ſuch is'the miſery .. 
of our dayes, that men will run . 
to hear thoſe, thar they know 
not from whence - they- come, 
nor what they are ; the laudable 
practiſe of the firit Churches, 
to give . teſtimonials to them 
that. were to. paſle from; one 
place to another, _1 Cer,16.3, 

ang. 
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and not to receive any without 
them, As 9.26. 1s quite laid as 
fide. 

6. To walk orderly , not at- 
tending to the Dodrine of any, 
not known to,and approved by 
the Churches. 

7. To remove far away all 
dclight in novelties, diſputes, 
Janglings, contentions about 
words not tending to godli- 
nefſe, which uſually are begin- 
nings of fea:full apoſtacies, Tir. 
2.9. 2 Tim. 4.3. 1 Tim. 2. 3. 
4.5 n 


RULE XT. 


"Heerfully to undergo the 
» lot and portion of the 
whole Church in p: ofpetity and 
affliction, a: d nur to draw back 
upon any occaſion whatever. 
Matth.13 20 But he that re- 
ceiverb the ſcea into ſion) ag 
the 


Were made a gazing ſtock beth 
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fhe ſame is he that heareth the 
Word , and anon With joy re 
ceivethit , veri.:1. Tet hath he 
wot root in bimſelf but dureth 
for a while : for w3c++ tribulation 
or perſecution ariſeth becauſe 
of the word , by and by be is of= 
fended. , 

Heb.10.23. Let us hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith withe 
ont Wavering , for he is faithfull . 
that promiſeth. ver(.24. And let 

#s confider one another , to pro= 
voke unto love and to good works, 
verſ. 25. Not forſaking the aſ- 
ſembling our ſelves together , as 
the manner of ſome is, but ex« 
borting one ansther A and /o much | 
the more , 4s Jouſce the day ap- 
preaching. ver. 32. Bui call to 
remembrance the former dayes, in 
Which after ye were illuminated, 

Je endured a great fight of af 

flitioa. verl. 33. Partly while ye 


by 
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by reproaches and afflictions, and 
partly whileſt ye became compa- | 
wions of them that were [+ uſed. 
verl. 34. For ye had compaſſion 
of me in my bonds , and took, joys 
Fully the ſpoiling of your goods : 
knowing in. your ſelves, that ye 
bave in Heaven an enduring ſub- 
ſaxce : verl. 35. Caſt not away 
therefore your confidence, Which 
bah great recompence of reward. 
verl. 36. For ye have need of pa-- 
tiexce, that after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might ree | 
cetve the promiſes. veri,37. For | 
yet a little while, and he that. 
ſhall come will come; and will 
»9t tarry. verl. 38. Now the juſt 
ſhall live by faith, but if any | 
man draw back, my ſoul ſhall 
have »o pleaſure is him. ver. 39. 
Bat we are not of them which 
draw back to perdition , but of 
them that believe tothe ſaving of 
the ſoul. 

2 Tim. 4. 
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2 Tim. \4. 10. For Demas 
hath forſaken me, having loved 


this preſent world, vei(.16. At. 
my fir anſwer , no man ſtood. 
with me, but all men forſook me; 
I pray God that it be not laid un-- 


to their charge. 
EXPLIC. XI: 


IIg from the pra-. 


Ctiſe of any way of Chriſt, 
or uſe of 'any-ordinances, taken 


up upon conviRtion of his Inſti- 
tution, ts in no ſmall depree an: 


Apoſtacy from Chriſt himſelf. 
Apoſtacie, in what degree 

ſoever, is attended with all 

that aggravation which a re- 


nuntiation of a taſted ſweet- 
neſſe and goodneſſe from God. 
for tranſitory things, canlay up» - 


on it; ſeldoma it is that back- 
lliders - are without - pretences. 
Commonly of what they for- 
lake, in, celpet.of what they 


' 9r- 


pretend. 
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pretend to retein , they ſay, as 
Lot of Zoar, 1s it not a little 
one? But yet we ſee( witnout 
exception ) that ſuck things uni- 
verſally tend to more unpodli- 
neſſe : Every unrecovered ſtep- 
backward, from avy wav of 
Chriſt, maketh a difcovery of 
faiſeneſſe in the heart, what 
ever former pretences have 
been. 

They who, for Motives of 
any ſort froin things that are 
ſeen, which are but temporall, 
will ſeek for , orimbrace being 
preſented , colours or pretences 
for declining from any Goſpel- 
duty , will rot want them for 
the reſidue, if they ſhould be 
tempted thereunto. 

The beginnings of great evils 
are to be reſiſted : that the neg- 
lect of the duty whereof we * 
treat,which 15 always accompa- 
nied with contempt of the com- 

munion 
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munion of Saints,. hath been a 
main cauſe of the great diſho- 
nour and confuſion whereunto 
moſt Churches in the world are 
fallen , was in part touched be- 
fore ; it being a righteous thing 
with God , to ſuffer the ſons of 
men to wax vain in their imagi- 
nations ; in whom , neither the 
love of Chriſt, nor terror of the 
Lord,can prevail againſt the fear 
of men, 

Lec this then, with the dan- 
ger and abomination of back- 


. fliding , take ſuch an impreition 


on the hearts of the Saints, that 
with full purpoſe of heart , they 
might cleave unto the Lord, follow 
hard after him , in all his ordi- 
nances ; that if perſecution ariſe, 
they may cheerfully follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes ; 
and by their cloſe adhering one 
to another, receive ſuch mutuall 
alliſtance and ſuppertment, as 

that 
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that their joynt prayers may 
prevail with the goodneſſe of | 
God, and their joynt ſufferings | 


- overcome the wickedneſſe of 


men. 
Now to a cloſe adhering to 


'the Church wherein we walk 


in fellowſhip, in all conditions 
whatſoever, without diſmiili- 


'on attain'd upon juſt and cquita- 
ble grounds, for the imbracing 


of Communion in ſome other 
Churches. | 
Motives are ; | 
Firſt , The eminency and ex+ 
cellencie of the ordinances en- 
Joyed, 
Secondly, The danger of | 
back-liding, and evidence of 
unſoundneſſe in every degree 
thereof, 
Thirdly, The ſcandall,confuſi- 
on,and diſorder of the churches, 
by neglect thereof, 


RULE | 
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RULE XII. 


N Church affairs to make-no 
difference of perſons, but to 


condiſcend to the meaneſt per- 


ſons and ſervices, for the uſe.of 
the brethren. 

James 2.1, My Brethren, have 
ot the faith of our Lord Feſws 
Chriſt the Lord of glory, with re- 
ſhe of perſons. verl. 2. For if 
there come one wun'o your aſſems« 
lies, a man with a gold ring, in 
goodly apparell , and there come in 
alſo a poor man in vile raiment ; 
verſ. 3. And ye have reſpeft to 
hin that weareth the gay clothing, 
and ſay unto him , fit thou here in 
a good place : and ſay to the poor 
man, fad tho there, or fit here 
under my foot-ſtool : ver(.4. Are 
ye not they partiall in your ſelves, 
and are become Judges of evill 
thoughts ? verl. 5. Hearken my 


be- 
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beloved Brethren ; Hath not Gol | 
choſen ths poor of this world, rich | 
in faith, and heirs of the King- | 


dom, which he hath promiſed to 
them that love bim ? verſ.6. But 


je have d:{þ ſed the porr, &c. 


Matth.20.26. But it ſhall zot 
be ſo amaigſt you, but wheſoever 
will be great amongFt you, let him 
be your Miniſter, verſ. 37. Ani 
whoſozver will be chief among you, 
let him be your ſervant. 

Rom.12.16. Be of the ſam: 
mind one towards another ; mind | 
not high things, bat condiſcend iv 
men of low eitate ; be not wiſe in 
your own Conceits. | 

John 13.12. So after he had 
waſhed their feet, and had taken 


his garments , and was ſt down 
again, he ſaid nuts them, Know ye 
what I have done to you? ver(.13, 


Ye call me Miſter, and Lord, and 
Jef: weil; For ſo 1 am. verl.14- 


If Ithen, your Lud and Maſter 
| hav 


Mm X-£cy 


'verſ.15. For I have gn an 
0 


have waſhed your feet ,, ye ought 


alſo to wah one anothers feet. 


example , that ye ſhould do even 
as 1 have done. ver(.16. Verily, 
verily, 4 ſay unto you, The ſervant 
z5 no: greater then his Lord, nei- 
ther he that ts ſert, greater then 
him hat ſent him. 


EXPLIC. XII, 


Here the Lord hath not 
diſtinguiſhed , neither 
ought we ; in Jeſus Chriſt, there 
is heither rich , nor poor 5 bigh, 
nor |'\w; but a new creature : 
generally, God hath choten the 
poor of this world to confound 
the mighty. 
Experience ſhewes us, that 


not many great, not many wiſe, 
not many miglity after the fleſh, 
are partakers of the heavenly ' 


calling ; not that the Goipe) of 
F Chriit 
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Ito == 


68 Rates. of walking 


Chriſt Ugth any way oppoſes 
or take away thoſegnany diffe- 
rences and diſtinttions among 
the ſons of men,cauſed by power, 
authority, relation, enjoyment of 
e:rrthly bleſſings, gif:s, ng-, or 
any other emminzenxcy whatſo- 
ever, according to the inſtitu- 
tion and appointmeut of God, 


with all that reſpef, revereace, | 
duty, obedience, and [nbjeftin | 


due unto perſons in thoſe diſtin» 
Rions ; much leſſe, pull up 
the ancient bounds of proprie- 
tie, and intereſt in earthly 
things ; but only declares, that 


— _— — 


in things purely ſpiritual] , theſe | 
ontward things, which for the ' 


moit part', happen alike unto 


all, areof no value or eiteem; ' 
men in the Church are conſide- | 


red as Saints, and not as great, 


'or rich ; allare equall, allare na- 


ked before God. 
Free-Grace is the onely di- 
ſtivguiſher, 


— 
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ſtinguiſher, all being Brethren 
in the ſame Family , Servants 
of the ſame Maſter ; imployed 
about the ſame work ; ated by 
the ſame precious F.uth, enjoy- 
ing the ſame purchaſed P/ivi- 
ledges, expecting the ſame re- 
compence of Rewara,and eternal 
abode : Whence ſhould any dif- 
ference ariſe 2 Let then the 
Greateſt account it their greateſt 
honour, to perform the mzean?/# 
neceſſary ſervice to the meaneſt 
of the Saints ; a community in 
all ſpirituall advantages, ſhould 


give equality in ſpirituall affairs ; 


Not he that is richeſt, not he 
that is pooreſt , but he that is 
humbleſt, is accepted before the 
Lord. 

Motives hereunto, are 

I, Chriſts example. 

2. Scripture-precepts. 

3. Gods not accepting per- 
ſong. 

FB 2 4. Joynt 
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4+ Joynt. participation of 

_ ſame common Faith, Hope, 
Co 

\ 5. The unprofitableneſle of 

all cauſes of outward differences 


in things of God. 


RULE XIII. 


T* any be in diſtreſſe , perſe- 

cution or affliction,the whole 

Church is to be humbled, and to 

= earneſt in prayer in their be- 
alf. 


Ads 12.5. Peter therefore was 
kept in priſon, but prayers were 
made without ceaſing unto God for 
him, verl.7. And behold, the 
Angel of the Lord came upon him, 


| 


and a light (h:ined in the priſon * | 


ard ht [mote Peter on the (ide, and 
raiſed him up, ſaying, Ariſe up 


quickly ; And his chains feli off | 


. from bs hands. verle 12. And 


when | 


8. Ki » Tis, io... oth 
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when he had conſidered the thing) 
he came to the houſe of Mary = 
Aother of John , who ſurname 
was Mark, where many were gas 
thered together praying. 

Rom.12.15. Rejoyce with them 
that do rejojce, and weep with 
them that weep. 

I Cor. 12.26. eAnd whether 
one Member ſuffer, all the Mens 
bers ſuffer with it , or one Mem- 
ber be hmored , all the Members 
rejoyce with it. verl. 27. Now ye 
are the Body of Chriſt, and Mem- 
bers in particular. 

2 Thel. 3.-2. Pray for us Bre- 
thren , that we may be delivered - 
from unreaſonable and wicked 
men. 


EXPLIC. XIII. 
T7 duty being in generall 


made out from;and includ- 


cd-in: other former rules, we . 
F.3 ſhall .. 
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ſhall need to ſpeak the leſſe unto 
it ; eſpecially , ſeeing that upon 
canſideration and ſuppoſition of 
our fellow-Member-ſhip.it is ng 
more then very Nature requir- 
cth & calleth for. Goddelight- 
eth, as in the thankfull praiſes 
ſo' in the fervent prayers 
of his Churches ; Therefore he 
variouſly calleth them by ſever- 
all diſpenſations to the perform- 
ance of theſe duties: Now this 
oft-times, to ſpare the whole 
Church, he doth by the afflicti- 
ons of ſome one or other of the 
Members thereof ; Knowing 
that, that neer relation, which 
by his inſtitution and Spirit is 
between them , will make the 
diſtreſſe common, and their 
prayers cloſely combined. Spi- 
rituall union is more noble and 
excellent then naturall ; And yet 
in this it were monſtrous, that 
either any Member in particular, 


OT. 


ff 
| 


[ 
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or the whole in generall, ſhould 
not both ſuffer with, and care 
for the diſtrefſe of every pare 


and Member. That Member is 


rotten and to be cut off, for feax 
of infeting the body ,- which 
feels not the pain of its aſſo- 
ciates: If then any Member of 
the Church,do lie under the im- 
mediateaflicting hand of God, 
or the perſecuting rage of man, 
it is the duty of every fellow- 
Member; and of the Church in 
general], to be ſenſible of, and 
account themſelves ſo ſharers 
therein, as to be inſtant with 
God by earneſt ſupplication, and 
helpfull ro them by ſutable aſli- 
ſtance, that their ſpirituall con- 
cernment in that afflition, may 
be apparant; and that becauſe 
Firſt, the will of God is thereby 
fulfill'd. Secondly , The glory 
of the Goſpel is thereby exale- 
ed, Thirdly, preſervation and 

F 4 deli- 
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deliverance to the whole Church 
procured. Fourthly,conformity 
with Chriſts. ſufferings in his 
Saints attained. Fifrly, an in- 
eſtimable benefit of Church-fel- 
lowſhip injoyed,&c. 


RULE XIV. 


TIgilant watchfulneſſe over 
' each others converſation, 
attended with mntuall admoni- 
tion, incaſe of diſorderly wal- 
king ; with rendring an account- 
to the Church, if the party of- 
fending, be not prevailed with. 


- 


Matth.18.15. If thy Brother 
ſhall treſpaſſe againſt thee, go and 
rell him his fault ,. hetween thee 
end him alone : if he ſhall hear 
the, thou hoſt gained thy brother : 
ver(.16. But if he will not hear, 
then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or. 

Y three - 
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three witneſſes, every word may 
be eſtabliſhed : verl. 17. and f he 
ſhall negleft ro hear them, tell it 
untothe Church. 

1 Theſ. 5. 14: Naw we exhort 
you, brethren, warn them who are 
anruly. 

Heb. 3.12.7 ake heed-brethren, 
leſt there be in any of you an evill 
heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God, verſ.13.Bus 
exhort one another daily , whileſt 
St is called to day ; leſt any of you 
be hardened through the deceutfnl- 
neſſe of ſin, 

Heb. 10. 24. And let us cone. 
fider one another, to provoke anto- 
love, and to good works, exhorting 
one another,and ſo much she more, 
becauſe you ſer the day approachs-. 
inp. pn 4 
Heb. 12.13. Make ſtrait paths - 
for your feet, left that which is 
lame be turned out of the way, but 
rather let it be healed, ver, 15+. 

F5 Look-- 
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Looking diligently, leſt any man 
fail of the grace of God, leſt any 
raot of bitterneſſe ſpringing up 
trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled : verl, 17. Lett there be 
any fornicater, or prophane per- 
fon among you, like Eſau, who 
for one morſell of bread, ſold his 
birth-right. 

Levit. 19, 17+ Thou (halt not 
hate thy brother in thy heart, thou 
ſhalt in any wiſe eds thy neigh- 
bour, and not ſuffer ſin upon him. 
-. 2 Theſe 3.15. Yet account him 
wot as an enemy, but admoniſh him 
4s 4a brother. t 

Rom. 15. 14. eAnd I my ſelf 
alſo am-perſwaded of you, my bree 
thren, that ye alſo are full of good- 
neſſe, filled with all knowledge, 
able alſa to admaoniſh one another. 

James 5. 19. Bretbrey, if any 
of you do erre from the faith, and 
ene convert him, let him know, 
that he which converteth a ſinner 


f ro 7: 
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from the error of his way, ſhall 
ſave a ſoul from death, and (hail 
hid: a multitude of ſins, 

Prov. 29.1. He that being of- 
ten reproved ſtiffen?1h his nec\, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed , and. 
that without remedy. 


% 
EXPLIC. XIV. 


Here is a three-fold dutie ' 
included in this rule , the 
maine whereof, and here chief- 
ly intended , is that of Admo- 
nition ; whereunto. the firſt is 
previous and conducing ; the 
latter, in ſome caſes conſequent, 
and attending Chriſtians con- 
verſation ; whether you conſi- 
der the glory of God, and the 
Goſpel, therein-concerned ; or 
the bonds of relation, with thoſe 
mutuall endearments wherein 
they ſtand ingaged; and obliga- 
: £10Ns. 
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dification one of another, This 


luty 15 of eminent neceility and | 


aſefulneſſe. Not that we ſheuld 
curicuſly prie into one anothers 
failings ; much leſlſe maliciouſly 


feargh into doubtfull unknown 


thipgs ; for the trouble, or diſ- 


paragement of our brethren ; 


both which are contrary to that 


love, which thinketh not evil, 


but covereth a mulcicude of 
faults, but only out of a ſenſe 
of the glory of God, the ho- 
Nour # the Goſpel, and care of 
each others ſouls; we are to ob- 
ſerve their walking, that what 


isexemplary therein may be fol- 


lowed ; what faileth may be di- 
rected ; what. is amiſſe may be 


'eproved, that in all things God | 
nay be glorified, and Chriſt ex-, 


iIred. 
Now admg;ition is two-fold ; 
I. Authori-; 


ions that are upon them for the . 
*enerall good , and fpirituall_ 


eee er 
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1s Authoritative, by the way 
of power; 2. Fraternal, by the 
way of love. The 1. again is 
two-fold ; 1. Dodrinall by the 
way of teaching, 2. Diſcipli- 
nary , which belongeth ro the - 
whole Church ; Of theſe we do . 
not treat. The latter alſo is two- . 
fold ; Hortatory, to encourage 
unto good ; and Monitory , to: 
reprove that which is amiſſe.; Tr 
is. this laſt which is peculiarly: 
aimed at, and intended in the, 
rule. This then we aſſert, as the - 
duty of every Church-member 
towards tlem with whom he - 
walks in tellowſhip;to admoniſh . 
any from the Word, whom they 
perceive not walking tn any - 
thing with a right foot, as be- 
cameth the Goſpel, thereby to - 
recover his foul to the right way, 
that much caution and wiſdom, 
tenderneſſe and moderation is . 
required 18 the perſons performs . 
ing... 
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ing this duty ; for want where- 
of, it often degenerates from 
a peaceable remedy of evil, into 
fuell for ſtrife and debate is 
granted. Let them then, who 
are calied ro perſorm -this duty, 
diligently conſider theſe things; 
r- Thatinthe whole action he 
tranſpreſſe not that rule of cha- 
rity which we have, 1 Cor.1 3.7, 
Gal.6. 2, Let him have peace 
at home, by an aſſurance of 
conſtant labouring to caſt out 
all beams and moates from his 
own eye, /7:t.7.5. 3. Lethim 
ſo perform it, that it may evi- 
dently appear, that he hath no 
other aim,but the glory of God, 
and the good of his brother re- 
proved ; all envy and-rejoycing 
in evil being farr away, 4. Let 
him be ſure to draw his admoni- 
tions from the \Word, that the 
authority of - God may appear 
therein, and without EITUns 
et 


— 
s © 
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let him not preſume to ſpeak. 
5. Letall circumſtances attend- 
ing, time, place, perſons, and 
the like, be duely weighed, that 
all provocation in the leaſt man- 
ner, may be fully avoided.s. Let 
irbe conſidered as an ordinance 
whereunto Chriſt hath an eſpe- 
cial regard, 7. Let him caretul- 
ly diſtinguiſh between perſon- - 
all injuries unto himſelf, whoſe 
mention muſt have farr more of 
forgiveneſle, then reproof, and 
other offences tending to pub- 
lick ſcandall. Laſtly, ' Let ſelf- 
examination concerning the. 
ſame or the like- miſcarriage, al- 
wayes accompany the- brotherly 

admonition. 

Theſe and the like things beings 
duly weighed, let every brother, 
with Chriſtian courrage, adme- 
niſh from the Word, every one 


whom he judgeth to walk diſer- 


derly inany particular whatſo- 
I &yer ;; 
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ever ; not to ſuffer ſin upon him, 
being ready to receive content 
and fatisfaftion, upon juſt de- 
fence, or promiſed amendinent : 
and without this, in cale of juſt 
offence, a man cannot be freed 
from the guilt of other mens 
fins: Let alſo the perſon admo- 
niſhed,. with all Chriſtian pati- 
ence, accept of theadmonition, 
without any more regret of ſpi- 
rit, then he would have againſt 
him who ſhould break the wea- | 

.pon wherewith he was in dan- | 
ger to beſlain : Conſidering, 

1. Theauthoritie of him who. 
hath appointed it, | 

2. The priviledge and mercy 
he enjoyeth by ſuch a ſpirituall 
prevention of ſuch a danger, or 
out ot tuch an evill, which per- 
haps himſelf did not diſcern. 

3. The dreadful judgements. 
which are every where threat- 
ned. to deſpiſers ot reproofs, 
| Provengs.. 


#n Fellowſhip. . 113 
Prov.2.9.t.and ſo thanklully ac- 
cept juſt admonition from the 
meancft in the Congregation. 

For the laſt,or repairing unto 
the Church in caſe of not prevai- 
ling by private admonitton ; our 
Saviour hath ſo plainly laid 
down both the manner and end 
of proceeding.in Mat. 18.that it. 
needeth no explanation ; only I 
ſhall obſerve, that by Church 
there,ver,17. cannot be under- 
ſtood thc Elders of the Church 
alone, but rather the whole Con- 
prognen - for if the offended. 

rother ſhould take with him 
two or three of the Elders unto 
the offender ( as he may )) then 
werethey the Church, and the - 
Church ſhould be told of the 
offence before the reproof hath 
been managed by two or three, 
which is contrary to the rule. 
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RULE XV. 


FE plary walking in all holi- 
neſle, and godlineſle of con- 
verſation,to the glory.of the Go= 
ſpel, edification of the Church, 
and conviction of them which 
are without. 

Pial. 24.3. Who hl 1ſcend into 
the hill of the Lord, or who (hal 


' 


ſtand in his holy place? He that | 
hath clear. hanas,and a pure heart; | 
who hath not lift up his ſoul unto | 


vanity, nor {worn deceitfully. 
Matth.5.16. Ler your light ſo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee 


your god works, and glorifie your | 


Father which i 17 heaven. ver.:0. 


For I ſay unto you, except your 
righteor(neſſe ſh1ll exceed the righs 
teouſneſſe of the Scribes and Pha» 
riſees,ye (hall in no wiſe enter into 
the Kingdem of heaven, 
Mat.21.19. And when he ſaw 


a fig- | 
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a fig-tree in the way he came to it, 
ard foura nothing thereon , bat 
leaves only, and ſaid unto it, let us 
fruit grow on thee hexce- forward 
for ever, c. 

2 Cor. 7.1. Having therefore 
theſe promiſes (dearly beloved) let 
1 cleanſe or ſelves from all filthi- 
weſſe of 'leſh and ſpirit, perfeting 
holineſſe in the fear of God, 

2 Tim.2.19. And let every one, 
that nameth the Name 6f Chriſt, 


' depart from iniquity, Tit.2.11z126 


For the grace of God that bringeth 
ſalvation , hath appeared unto all 
men; teachmg ugthat denying nn- 
godlineſſe and wor'dly luſts , we 
ſhould live ſoberly,righteouſly, ard 
godly in thes preſent world.ver.1 4. 
Who gave himſelf for 1s , that he 
might redeem; us {rom all iniquity, 
and p:rifie un'o himſelf a pecrliar 
people,zealos of good wirks.Ephs 
4.21,22,-23. If ſo be that ye have 
heard him, and have leentaught 

him, 
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him, as the truth i in Jeſus, That 
Je put off concerning the former 
conver(ationythe old man,which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful 
lafts ; And be renewed inthe ſpi- 
rit of your, mina. 1 Pet. 3.1, 2; 
Likewiſe ye wives, be in ſubjeiti- 
on _ own husbands, that if 
any obey not the Word, they alſo 
may without the Word be wan by 
the converſation of the wives, 
While they behold your chaſt con- | 
verſation coupled with fexr. Heb 
12.14. Follow peace with all men, | 
and holtueſſe, without which no 
man [hall ſee the Lord. Ephel. 5. | 
I5,16. See then thit 1e walk cir- 


| cumſpeitly, pot 4s ft ools,but as wiſe; 


Redeeming the time, becauſe the . 
dayes are evil. 2 Sam. 12. 14. 
Howveit becauſe by this deed thou 
haſt given great occaſion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaſrhems, 
the child alſo, that is born un: 
thee, ſhall ſurely die. 


E X-.. 
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EXPLIC. XV. 


Olineſs becometh thchouſe 

: Lof the Lord for ever, with- 
out it none ſhall ſee God: Chrilt 
died to waſh his Church, to pres , 
ſent it before his Father wichout 
ſpot or blemiſh, troprrcbafe unto 
himſclf a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works. It is the 
Kingdom of God «'ithin vs,and 
by which it apptarc:h unt.- all, 
that wearetle Chiiiren 1 the 
Kingdom. Let this then be 
the great diſcriminating Cha- 
ra&or of the Church, from the 
world.that they are a holy, bum- 
ble, ſelf-denying people : Our 


' Maſter is holy, his Doctrine and 


Worſhip holy : Lec us ſtrive 
that our hearts may alſo be holy. 

This is our w:'Jom rowaids 
them thatars withou!, where by 
they may be gained, or convin- 
ccd, 


we buildedup one another moſt 
cfteAualiy, Examples are a ſhar- 
per way of inſtruction then Pre- 
cepts; Looſe walking caufing the 
Name of God to be blaſphemed, 
the little ones of Chriſt to be of- 
fended,& his enemis to rejoyce, 
is attended with moſt d-eadfull 
woes. Oh, that all who are cal- 
lcd to an holy profeſs:on, and do 
enjoy holy Ordinances , did 
ſhine alſo in holineſſe of con- 
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ced; this is the means whereby 


—— 


verſation, that thoſe who accuſe | 


them as evil doers, mig ht have 
their mouths ſtopt, and their 
hearts hll'd with ſhame, to the 


glory of the Goſpel. Tothis ge- | 


neral head belongeth wiſe walk- 
ing in all patience,meekneſs,and 
long-ſuff:ring toward; thoſe 


that ar2 without, until they evi | 
dently appear to be fighters a- 


gaialt God ; whea they are to 
be prayed for. Hither alſo might 
| ren oe 7 
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be referred the patience of the 
Saints in all tribulations, ſuffer- 
ings, and perſecations tor the 
Name of Chriſt, 

Motives for the exerciſe of 
univerſal holinefle in ats inter- 
nal and external, private and 
publick ; per{cnal, and of all re- 
lations, ate, | 

1. The otter unſufficiency of 
the moſt precious Ordinancez, 
for any communion with God, 
withour it, 

2. The miſerable iſſue of de- 
ceived ſouls, with their barren 
empty, fruitlefſe Faith. 

3. Theglory of the Goſpel, 
when the power thereof i:ath an 
evident impreſſion on the 
hearts, thovghts, words, actions 
and lives of Profefiors. 

4- Scandal of the Goſpel,the 
advantage of itsadverſaries, ine 
ſhame of the Church, and fierce 
wrath of God,following the un- 

{utable 


>. - 
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ſuteable walking of the profelf 
ſors. 

5. The ſweet reward which” 
the practice of holiueſs bringetl VP: 
along with it, even in this lifez: 
with that eterna]l weight of gloy 
ry, whereunto it leadeth hercafs! 
ter ; unto which the holy Son of? 
God bring us all, chrough ches 
ſprinkling ofhis moſt holybloud® 

And theſe are ſome of tho h 
Rules,whoſe praQice is required}; 
from the perſons, and adorneth 
the profellion of thoſe who have! 
obtained this grace, to walk tc t 
ether in Fellowſhip, according" 


tothe Rule of the Goſpel ; Ty=3 


wards others alſo ought they, 
with ſeverall limitations, and in; 
the full latitude towards the bre= | 
chren of the Congregations in 
communion with them to be. ob-" 
ſerved. ? 


FINIS. 


